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Tyndall Seniors Village, as seen in an undated publicity photograph. The province of Ontario revealed late 


Wednesday that it had invoked a mandatory management order in response to an outbreak at the facility, and 
has appointed Joseph Brant Hospital to run the site for the next 90 days. (File Photo / Sharon Village Care) 


The — province has 
clamped down on a Missis- 
sauga nursing home that 
has seen a spike in COVID- 
19 cases. 

The Ministry of Long- 
Term Care announced 
Wednesday evening that 
Tyndall Nursing Home, lo- 
cated near Applewood 
Heights in east Missis- 
sauga, would receive new 
management for the next 
90 days to put a lid on ris- 
ing COVID-19 cases. 

The nursing home, which 
was under the operation of 
Sharon Village Care, de- 
clared an outbreak of the 
virus on Nov. 5, with con- 
firmed cases among pa- 
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tients and staff. As of 
Wednesday evening, Peel 
Public Health reported 86 
cases of the virus among 
residents (with 57 recov- 
ered) and 68 cases among 
staff, alongside 18 resident 
deaths. 

As part of the provincial 
measures, Burlington- 
based Joseph Brant Hospi- 
tal will assume temporary 
management of the home, 
and will lead the site's re- 
sponse and investigation 
into the outbreak while 
monitoring residents and 
staff. 

Among the management 
orders are increased 
screening for residents, 
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staff and visitors and addi- 


tional testing. 
sponsibility to support our 
most vulnerable popula- 
tions, including residents 
in long-term care,” JBH 
president Eric Vandewall 
wrote in a statement sent 
to Peel Weekly News 
Wednesday evening. 


“We are committed to | 
sharing this knowledge and | 


expertise and working with 
Tyndall and our partners in 
Peel Region to ensure resi- 
dents and staff receive the 
assistance they need at this 
critical time.” 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


—— 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 
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Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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Brampton threatens legal action over Excelsiors move 


by Alex Gregory 


The fate of a storied 
Brampton _ lacrosse 
team hangs in the bal- 
ance. 

Legal action has 
been threatened 
against the Ontario 
Lacrosse Association 
(OLA) over an appar- 
ent decision, made 
last month, to move 
the Brampton Excel- 
siors Major Series 
Lacrosse (MSL) team 
to Owen Sound before 
the start of the 2021 


season. 
In a letter written on 
Nov. 4, Brampton 


Mayor Patrick Brown 
wrote that the City of 
Brampton would do 
"everything possible" 
to keep the team 
within its limits, and 
said that a vote to 
move the team was 
made prematurely. 
The motion of mov- 
ing the Excelsiors 
MSL team to Owen 
Sound was officially 
announced last week, 
when Excelsiors 
owner Joe Norton in- 
dicated that support 
for the team "(needed) 
a fanbase that can 
support the cost of 
running a team at this 
level," necessitating a 
move in the face of a 
changing market. Ac- 
cording to Norton, the 
decision to move the 
team was unani- 
mously made by the 
MSL and approved by 
the league on Oct. 15. 
"We feel that the 
fans are great in Owen 
Sound, lacrosse is 
great in Owen Sound, 


and Owen Sound de- 
serves a top team,” 
Norton told the Owen 
Sound Sun Times re- 
garding the team, 
which has won 11 
Mann Cup Champi- 
onships. 

The news came as a 
surprise to Brown, 
who indicated in his 
letter, written to Mar- 
ion Ladouceur, the 
former president of 
the OLA, that it is not 
clear whether the de- 
cision was ratified, or 
whether alternate op- 
tions to keep the club 
in the city were con- 
sidered. 

"Other members of 
the Brampton com- 
munity would have of- 
fered to buy the team 
for more money and 
keep the team located 
in Brampton,” Brown 
wrote, referring to an 
apparent agreement 
signed by Excelsiors 
President Ziggy Mu- 
sial that purportedly 
sold the team for 
$1,500 - a document 
which has since been 
released to the public. 
The OLA's decision to 
ratify the motion was 
to be heard at a Nov. 7 
meeting, but was de- 
layed due to Brown's 
involvement. 

“Given the concerns 
raised about whether 
the sale of the team 
was duly authorized, I 
would ask you defer 
tonight’s vote until the 
legal validity of the 
agreement can be re- 
viewed and if neces- 
sary discussed and 


voted on at a Board of 
Directors meeting of 
the Brampton Excel- 
sior Lacrosse Club,” 
Brown wrote. 

For its part, the Ex- 
celsior Club said in a 
statement this week 
that there were "sub- 
stantial costs" running 
a championship team, 
and the departure of 
their corporate spon- 
sor, the elimination of 
a historical designa- 
tion grant from the 
City of Brampton and 
other programs re- 
quiring funding, the 
time was right to 
make the move. 

"With the enormous 
loss of sponsorship 
and grant monies 
which we had _ suf- 
fered, and with other 
programs in the BELC 
requiring funding for 
their teams, it became 
apparent to our Board 
that despite our best 
efforts, we could no 
longer keep the Major 
program viable, with- 
out having to sell play- 
ers and relying on our 
Junior and Senior B 
affiliates to loan us 
players to ensure we 
had a roster available 
on game nights," a 
Club spokesperson 
said, citing losses of 
"up to $80,000 per 
year since 2012." 

"These _ struggles 
were no secret within 
lacrosse circles, but no 
major corporate spon- 
sors were coming for- 
ward with offers to 
bail out our storied 
program.” 


The move to sell the 
team to Owen Sound 
also came as a shock 
to Excelsior Club 
board member Ron 
Evans, who claims 
that the sale was final- 
ized by Musial more 
than two years earlier 
-- and that he has the 
documents to prove it. 

"My jaw hit the floor 
that day,” said Evans 
regarding the Apr. 30, 
2018 meeting in 
which the decision 
was announced to the 
Excelsior Club board. 
Evans told Peel 
Weekly News __ this 
week that he had been 
advocating for the 
signed agreement by 
Musial to be made 
public to the board 
members numerous 
times over the past 
two-and-a-half years, 
but no agreement was 
ever produced until an 
annual meeting that 
was hosted by the 
Club earlier this fall. 
"We were in shock... 
we sold the team to 
him for $1,500," said 
Evans. 
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The Club's state- 
ment regarding the 
agreement explains 
that "in Feb. 2018, the 
BELC Executive au- 
thorized our Presi- 
dent, the Board 
member responsible 
for the Majors, and 
our legal counsel to 
enter into discussions 
with the interested 
party. In Apr. 2018, 
the board voted to 
give approval for them 
to negotiate and com- 
plete the transfer of 
the team to Joe Nor- 
ton... it is critical to 
note that the Majors 
were not sold for 
$1,500 as was indi- 
cated. The Majors 
were a financially in- 
solvent team that was 
legally transferred to 
an independent 
owner who would 
keep the team from 
folding." 

While the team 
claims that the sale 
was authorized, Evans 
states that he has pur- 
sued legal counsel re- 
garding his rights as a 
board member, and 


has 340 pages of doc- 
uments proving that 
the agreement was 
not made in good 
faith, including state- 
ments from fellow 
board members that 
there was no vote to 
accept the agreement. 

"T will do whatever is 
possible, to keep the 
Excelsiors in Bramp- 
ton, and to get to the 


truth of what has hap- 
pened here," said 
Evans. 


The situation has 
also attracted interest 
from numerous com- 
munity advocates, in- 
cluding Boys & Girls 
Club executive direc- 
tor Michael Gyovai, 
who urged the OLA 
not to ratify the move. 

"We need to pre- 
serve 150 Years of 
Brampton history and 
culture," Gyovai said 
in an online post 
Tuesday. "The Excel- 
siors are more than 
just a sports franchise, 
they are a part of the 
the foundation of who 
and what Brampton is 
and stands for.” 


Residents warned to watch vehicles after string of Brampton thefts 


Police are warning residents in Brampton to protect personal belong- 
ings left in their vehicle, after a string of thefts reported over the past 


month. 


Peel Police reported on Tuesday that multiple reports have been made 
in residential areas between Steeles Avenue to Clarence Street and Main 


Street to Kennedy Road regarding vehicle thefts. 


According to a release sent Tuesday, the thefts have usually occurred 


between 2 - 6 a.m. 


Residents in the aforementioned areas are advised to lock their vehicle, 
park in the garage if possible, do not leave any valuables inside the vehi- 
cle, don’t leave the keys in an unoccupied vehicle and to consider pur- 
chasing a dashcam or motion sensors. 
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Well, here we are 
again. 

As mad and angry 
as I want to be, I 
don't know who to 
be mad at. 

This COVID-19 
virus has now been 
part of our daily 
lives for the majority 
of this year. If we 
were listening, we 
would know that it’s 
because of us - we 
are the ones spread- 
ing it. 

Yes, we _ always 
want to blame oth- 
ers, Mayors, MPP's 
MP's, health offi- 
cials... but the buck 
unfortunately stops 
at the bottom of 
your two legs at your 
own feet. 

All the talk about 


prevention, masks 
and social distanc- 
is being 


ing 
preached by all, but 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


who is listening? 

I'm 63, and I'm lis- 
tening, I think most 
people over 30 who 
are not living at 
home with their par- 
ents in a bubble are 
listening, but the de- 
mographic between 
high school students 
and young adults is 
not paying attention 
to regular media and 
living off their 
phones. They are the 
ones not getting the 
message. 

If Ariana Grande 
or Drake gets as 
much as a hangnail, 
it’s big news, but a 
hurricane, wildfire 
or pandemic hap- 
pens, and it’s just 
not on their radar? 

It's this genera- 
tion, no matter what 
background or up- 
bringing they had. 
They are just not 
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tuned in to life. 

Harsh words? Ab- 
solutely! These, of 
course, are our fu- 
ture leaders and role 
models for the 
younger ones. How 
tuned in were we in 
the 70s? 

Both the naysayers 
and the believers are 
banking on a vac- 
cine, and it won't 
come soon enough. 

Almost everyone 
thinks it will bring 
back our normal 
lives. “Normal” does 
not seem that close 


to me, after witness- 
ing how people have 
reacted to the pan- 
demic, who will take 
the vaccine and who 
will not. 

Those that don't 
will continue to in- 
fect the rest of the 
population and 
therefore the need to 
continue masks and 
social distancing is 
here for the foresee- 
able future. 

All this is coming 
from possibly the 
most optimistic per- 
son around, I have 
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Another #@!?ing Lockdown? 


tried to live my life 
using what tools 
God gave me - com- 


mon sense. 
I only wish it was 
teachable. The 


amount of stupidity 
I have witnessed 
goes beyond reason. 
It would seem that 
25 per cent of the 
population was 
never taught right or 
wrong. While every- 
one’s opinion mat- 
ters, how are you 
going to handle the 
next six months? 


Officials, small businesses grapple with fresh lockdown orders 


by Clover Sterling 


The bustling holi- 
day season in Peel 
is a writeoff, as the 
region entered a 
mandatory 28-day 
lockdown _ period 
Monday that sees 
businesses close 
through Dec. 21. 

City officials hope 
the lockdowns will 
prevent local hos- 
pitals from_ bein 
overrun with hi 
case counts and fa- 
talities — but a 
fresh problem has 
revealed itself, via 
the impact to 
small- and 
medium-sized 
business during 
one of the busiest 
retail periods of 
the year. 

ee ic disap- 

ointed... we’re all 

isappointed,” 
Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie 
said Wednesday af- 
ternoon during her 
regular press con- 
ference, with local 


business owners in 
attendance during 
the virtual meet- 


wanted to be.” 
Businesses in 
Peel, alongside 
Toronto and York 
Region, are under 
the relabeled 
“Grey” level of re- 
strictions, meanin 
all non-essentia 
businesses are 
closed, personal 
care services at 
businesses are 
halted and_in- 
door/outdoor din- 
ing is shutdown. 
City officials in 
Brampton con- 
tinue to deal with 
outbreaks spurred 
by essential work- 
ers in the food pro- 
cessing and 
transportation sec- 
tors, private gath- 
erings and school 
settings, while in 
neighbouring Cale- 
don, case counts 


continue to climb 
at a worrying pace. 
“The numbers are 
going in the woe 
irection,” sai 
Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson. 
“This is not just a 
Brampton or Mis- 
sissauga issue. We 
have to do a better 
jp to protect our 
oved ones... let’s 
do our part now to 
stop the spread.” 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown also 
said Wednesday 
that a lockdown 
won't necessarily 
cause a major drop 
in cases, and that 
other supports like 
dedicated isolation 
centres and addi- 
tional worker sup- 
ports are needed. 
Gyms and recre- 
ation centres are 
just one of multiple 
sectors that will re- 


main closed 
through Dec. 21, 
while places. of 


—o- 


oe will be 
limited to 10 peo- 
ple. 

With the _ lock- 
down now a reality, 
small business 
owners are also 
dealing with the 
stress of the re- 
duced revenue 
from closures. 

“We're arranging 
the deck chairs on 
the Titanic and 
waiting for the or- 
chestra to play us 
out,” said Louie 
Manzo, owner of 
CABIN Port Credit 
and CABIN Union 
Station, who spoke 
about the impact of 
the pandemic on 
small businesses, 
both in Missis- 
sauga and beyond. 

“We did every- 
thing we were sup- 
posed to... despite 
that, we’re looking 
down the barrel of 
a gun,” said 
Manzo, who en- 
couraged residents 


to shop local this 
holiday season and 
avoid big-box 
stores. “We’ve been 
challenged beyond 
recognition.” 

Crombie and 
Peel’s Medical Offi- 
cer of Health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, said 
Wednesday after- 
noon that they 
have been in con- 
stant contact with 
the province, who 
are reviewing case 
numbers every two 
weeks to determine 
the way forward 
for the region and 
the province. 

“I firmly believe 
that these new 
measures are the 
only way we can 
avoid school clo- 
sures, further 
spread in our long- 
term care centres 
and overburdenin 
our hospitals,” sai 
Crombie. 
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Residents, not politicians, will shape our COVID recovery 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


There appears to 
be mounting disen- 
gagement between 


the federal and 
provincial govern- 
ments over how to 


handle the  pan- 
demic, and_ the 
mainstream media’s 


targeting of Bramp- 
ton as the epicenter 
of the virus is mak- 
ing it worse. 

Today, instead of 
defeating COVID-19 
in the city, Bramp- 
ton residents are 
locked down. Some 
through no fault of 
their own, others 


key drivers in virus 
spread. 
Isn't it amazin 


that this city woul 
have fewer COVID- 
19 testing facilities 


cousins in Missis- 
sauga and North 
York! 

In Brampton's L6P 
area (Airport Road 
and Queen), 19 per 
cent of those who 
tested for the virus 
came back positive. 

On the one hand, it 
is good that the fed- 
eral and provincial 
governments are 
paying attention to 
health problems. 
Thanks to the re- 
search organization 
ICES for this. 

Powerful media, 
bigwigs and large 
organizations have 
the resources and 
the etiquette to do 
the eee of making 
things happen. But 
where does _ that 
magic come from for 
ordinary Brampton 
residents? 

The vast majority 
of Brampton's peo- 
ple of colour do jobs 
where it is impossi- 


Brampton has the 
highest number of 
truck drivers and 
taxi drivers in 
Canada. The _ per- 
centage of workers 
in warehouses is 
much higher in 
Brampton than in 
the rest of Canada. 

Over the past ten 
years, Brampton has 
emerged as 
Canada's logistics 
hub. Isn't it weird 
that the front-line 
workers who risked 
their lives for 
COVID-19 are being 
honored all over 


Canada, but in 
Brampton, they are 
being targeted? 


As for a reason for 
the relatively high 
infection rate in the 
city, the Mayor of 
Brampton pointed 
out several factors, 
including Bramp- 
ton's important 
trucking _—_depart- 
ment; Pearson In- 


Thousands of pas- 
sengers pass 
through Pearson 
every day; like inter- 
national travellers to 
India and Pakistan 
who are fighting 
their own COVID-19 
epidemic. 

Multi-generational 
housing is another 
factor to consider. 

The federal gov- 
ernment announced 
a $350 million 
Emergency Com- 
munity Support 
Fund to help local 
communities fight 
the virus, which was 
distributed through 
United Way. 

The UW unit for 
Brampton has ad- 
mitted that it has 
not allocated funds 
to meet the South 
Asian community's 
needs. It's not the 
community's fault; it 
was on the local gov- 
ernment to reach 
out for the assis- 


are sealed. In this 
respect, the city's 
brave people will 
emerge victorious, 
but they cannot bear 
the stigma of leaving 
a particular commu- 
nity helpless and do 
not have the re- 
sources to get rid of 
this stigma. 

Many people think 
Brampton has _ be- 
come a party town, 
and even Enforce- 
ment and Bylaw 
Services know this. 

Brampton's Direc- 
tor of Enforcement 
and Bylaw Services, 
Paul Morrison, said 
this about the Diwali 
crowd. 

"When the bylaws 
officers investigated 
a large number of 
people, we mainly 
found them in the 
parking lot of the 
square. We dis- 
persed the crowd, 
but when we talked 
to them, we found 


"Our personnel are 
from Stratford, 
Kingston, London 
and British Colum- 
bia. I need to remind 
you that due to the 
increase in the num- 
ber of confirmed 
cases in Brampton, 
this is not the time 
to visit." 

But sadly, Morri- 
son may not know 
that many of those 
so-called visitors ac- 
tually live in Bramp- 
ton, not visitors. 

It is on all of us — 
not just the college 
crowd, not just the 
rule-breakers, not 
just one demo- 
graphic — to stand 
together and pull 
ourselves through 
this. We can’t have a 
reputation as the 
main force of infec- 
tion for the 
province, let alone 
the country. 

If we don’t, where 
will we end up? God 


than most other ble to maintain ternational Airport tance. that many people only knows. 
Canadian cities, but safety to avoidcovid is its largest em- Brampton MPsare were from other 
even less than its guidelines. ployer. as silent as their lips _ places.” 
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490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 
e volunteer 
e donate funds or food 


e hold a food drive 
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Small businesses not the ones to blame for inconsistent lockdown rules 


Alex 
Gregory 


Imagine a world 
where the _ local 
businesses you rely 
on are all gone. 

It’s easy if you 
try. Just step out- 
side your front 
door and see for 
yourself. 

The Canadian 
Federation of In- 
dependent Busi- 
nesses (CFIB) 
issued a_ stark 
warning Wednes- 
day, _ indicating 
that the already- 
tenuous situation 
for small and 
medium-sized 
businesses could 
reach critical levels 
this holiday sea- 
son, with one in 
seven closing as a 
result of lock- 
downs_-_ enforced 
via the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“These are not 
normal _ times,” 
said CFIB presi- 
dent Dan Kelly. 
“Our message is 
NOT: ‘let ‘er rip, 


scrap any COVID 
measures!’ Small 
firms are prepared 
for _ restrictions. 
But to kill any 
prospect to survive 
the winter, while 
sending their cus- 


tomers to 

Costco/Walmart, 

is just wrong.” 
Personally, I 


think that Kelly is 
being charitable. I 
expect that num- 
ber to be closer to 
one in five. 

All you have to do 
is take a walk on 
any main street in 
the region to see 
the impact. 

In my neighbour- 
hood, Port Credit, 
the number of 
closed and derelict 
businesses brings 
to mind what 
south Etobicoke 
used to be like over 
a decade ago, be- 
fore the arrival of 
major develop- 
ment projects and 
beautification, 
with pieces of 
cardboard bearing 
hastily-written 
notes deplayed in 
empty shop win- 
dows. 

This is just the 


start. I’ve heard 
too many stories 
from shopkeepers 
to count. 

A yoga studio 
forced out of their 
location because 
the landlord de- 
cided it was 
cheaper to let the 
space sit empty 


than apply for rent 
assistance from 
the Feds. 


A restaurant 


owner who told 
others that his 
venue had _fol- 


lowed all the rules, 
but at present, it 
was cheaper to 
stay closed than to 
remain open and 
pay part-time 
wages with so few 
orders. 

The owner of a 
hair salon hastily 
shooed out of her 
space because she 
couldn’t make rent 
four months into 
the pandemic, with 
no word of respect 
from her landlord. 

Speaking of Eto- 
bicoke, the case of 
Adamson’s Barbe- 
cue, located just up 
the road from the 
Mimico’ GO Sta- 
tion, saw defiant 


INVITATION 
Meet & Greet 

HAIRSTYLIST ANASTASIA 
to PERSONALIZE 

YOUR Hair Care Experience 


owner Adam 
Skelly refuse to 
abide by lockdown 
restrictions, 
prompting munici- 
pal intervention 
and enforced shut- 
downs. 

He’s far from the 
only owner that 
will be forced to 
choose between 
shutting their 
doors and risking 
provincial fines for 
trying to keep the 
lights on. 

Iexpect to see 
many more cases 
of this behaviour 
over the next few 
weeks -- the 
busiest shopping 
period of the year. 

A small business 
owner or entrepre- 
neur is not going to 
care about a $750 
fine if they’re al- 
ready weeks (or 
even days) away 
from insolvency. 

Never mind the 
growing _ resent- 
ment that has 
come from small 
business owners 
who feel they have 
been unfairly pun- 
ished, while big- 
box stores can 
seemingly skirt the 


rules due to loop- 
holes. 

Right now, I can 
walk into any one 
of the _ several 
Costco locations in 
Peel and _ stand 
around the book 
aisle reading for 
hours if I wanted 
to, just the same as 
Icould at a local 
bookstore. 

The only differ- 
ence is that right 
now, one is closed 
the next 
month, while the 
welcomes 
guests in with open 
arms, with no time 
limit required. 

If you're going to 
enforce the rules, 
do it equally across 
the board. Bylaw 
officers aren't 
standing outside 
the nearest Metro 
with ticket pads in 
hand if the number 
of people in-store 
exceeds the 
provincial max, yet 
they'll browbeat a 
restaurant owner 
for not having 
enough clearance 
between a_ heat 
lamp and the roof 
of an outdoor patio 
— one of the scant 


few methods such 
businesses have to 
earn revenue. 


Premier Doug 
Ford says he un- 
derstands the 
plight of these 


small businesses 
and the impact it 
will have on the 
economy this holi- 
day season. But 
without action and 
uniform rules for 
all businesses, big 
or small, it’s cheap 
talk. 

Yes, it’s a logisti- 
cal nightmare. Yes, 
it will be a bitch to 
implement. 

But the only 
other option is to 
watch SME’s in 
Peel, Toronto and 
other Grey-locked 
regions waste 
away, leaving un- 
told legions of des- 
perate owners and 
employees in their 
wake. 

What I’m most 
concerned about is 
what comes after. 
It’s not too late to 
unify and enforce 
the rules equally, 
but it will require a 
lot of work from 
our political lead- 
ers to get done. 


GTA MOBILE & LOCATIONS 
Hair Care, Cuts, Colours, Styles 
Product Recomendations, 
Facial Waxing, Ear Piercing 


HAIRSTYLIST 

25+ YEARS of Experience 
Serving Families & Individuals 
at their Homes & Workplaces! 
CUT | STYLE/SET | GO!GO!GO! 
Licensed | Insured | Services w/Receipt 


CURRENCY | CREDIT | DEBIT 
Net Billing Options Available 


ANASTASIA TOLIAS 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


Call or Text to book: 


(905) 783-3482 
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SHOW SCHEDULE - 9 PM EST 


LIVE STREAMING 
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£) /SawitriTheatreGroup/ ° Nov 13, 2020 © Us Dophar Ki Baat 
e Nov 20, 2020 ¢ Amma 
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¢ Dec 04,2020 © That Summer Holiday 
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AMBIKE 
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NDP opens Ontario noms 


this weekend 


Ontario's NDP 
party will begin 
nominating can- 
didates for the 
2022 election this 
weekend. 

Provincial direc- 
tor Lucy Watson 
said Tuesday the 
party was now 
fully prepared to 
launch its biggest 
campaign in On- 
tario. 

"It's clear that in 
2022, not only do 
we have a strong 
opportunity to 
form a progres- 
sive New Demo- 
Co fr sa. fb 1 7e 
government in 
Ontario, but mil- 
lions of Ontarians 
are leaning on us 
to do so," Watson 
said. "Our par- 
ents and grand- 
parents living in 
long-term care 
are looking to On- 
tario resident An- 
drea Horvath for 
our children's 
schools, for the 
expansion of the 
public health care 
system, for relief 
from cuts and for 
hope for the fu- 
ture.” 


The NDP has 
made Brampton a 
key battleground 
in its efforts to 
highlight dispari- 
ties related to the 
COVID-19_ pan- 
demic, with Hor- 
wath using the 
city as the launch 
point for her 
“Save Main 
Street” campaign, 
in a bid to help 
struggling small 
businesses. 

So far in 2020, 
200 individual 
training sessions 
have been deliv- 
ered to over 
3,500 campaign 
workers under 
the party's elec- 
tion training pro- 


gram, said 
Watson, 

The NDP re- 
ceived 22,444 in- 
inv ds ea 
donations in 


2020, while the 
Liberals received 
10,107 individual 
donations and the 
Ford-led Progres- 
sive Conservative 
Party received 
5,240 individual 
donations. 
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Tyndall gets new management after outbreak 


Continued from Pg 1 


The province said 
Wednesday it has is- 
sued six mandatory 
management orders 
within the province, 
as long-term care 
(LTC) homes con- 
tinue to grapple with 
the second wave of 
the virus. To date, 
nearly two-thirds of 
COVID-19 _ related 
deaths have occurred 
at LTC homes, with 
outbreaks in more 
than 400 facilities 
across Ontario. 

Sharon Village Care 
CEO Shirley Thomas- 
Weir said that the fa- 
cility was "committed 
to providing our resi- 
dents with the highest 
quality of care... we 
remain steadfast in 
providing the care 
and service our com- 
munity expects of us 
and our resolve re- 


PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


SMOOTH asco. 


RADIO *~ 
vile 


Music from your years 


Have a listen to some great music 


mains strong. At this 
time, we are grateful 
to have Joseph Brant 
Hospital as our part- 
ner in care." 

Notably, this is not 
the first time the Tyn- 
dall facility has re- 
ceived direct 
intervention by the 
province. In Oct. 
2017, Peel Weekly 
News reported that 
the facility was or- 
dered to stop accept- 
ing new residents 
after safety inspectors 
revealed problems at 
the site, citing a lack 
of staff and safety 
practices that did not 
meet provincial stan- 
dards. At the time of 
the 2017 incident, the 
Ontario Liberal gov- 
ernment under Kath- 
leen Wynne resisted 
demands from public 
sector unions to force 
nursing home opera- 


A solo art exhibition 


by Milly Tseng 


November 3rd to December 5th, 2020 


tors to hire more 
unionized staff to im- 
prove care in the 
homes, while a pri- 
vate members' bill at- 
tempted to make a 
four-hour daily care 
standard for residents 
in LTC homes into 
law. 

Premier Doug Ford 
announced on Nov. 2 
that the "four-hour 
standard" would pass 
into law, with a push 
to hire tens of thou- 
sands of registered 
nurses and personal 
support workers 
(PSW) to meet the 
needs of its aging 
population. 

"We won't settle for 
anything less," Ford 
said at the time, not- 
ing that he wanted to 
four-hours of care to 
be the "gold standard 
in the long-term care 
sector." 


| 
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Steve Wilson Studios and The Gallery 
4681 Queen St, Niagara Falls, ON 


Wearing a mask and social distancing are required when visiting the gallery. 


For hours and directions visit www.thegalleryniagara.com/contact 


Protecting _long- 
term care home resi- 
dents who are most 
vulnerable is a top 
priority," said Minis- 
ter of Long-Term 
Care Merrilee Fuller- 
ton. "We are grateful 
to the staff at Joseph 
Brant Hospital and 
Tyndall Nursing 
Home for working to- 
gether to stabilize the 
home and stop the 
COVID-19 outbreak," 
Fullerton said 
Wednesday. 

For now, Joseph 
Brant Hospital will 
maintain manage- 
ment over the site for 
the next 90 days, and 
Tyndall staff will col- 
laborate with JBH of- 
ficials to protect 
residents and _ staff, 
says Tyndall adminis- 
trator Belisha Ke. 

“We welcome the 
continued support 
and _ collaboration... 
the assistance with 
enhanced _ training 
and screening in our 
home will be critical 
to helping to fight this 
terrible virus and pro- 
tect our residents and 
staff,” said Ke. “With 
the ongoing commit- 
ment of our dedicated 
care team and the 
support our commu- 
nity partners, I’m 
confident our resi- 
dents are getting the 
care and attention 
they need.” 
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Support 
Caledon 


Business 
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#LoveLocalCaledon 


1 per cent property tax increase expected as city rolls out budget 


Homeowners in Mississauga can expect to pay an addi- 
tional 1 per cent on their property taxes next year. 

The City of Mississauga rolled out its proposed 2021 
budget Monday morning, with finance staff eda 
number of strategies to offset the expenses caused by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Under the proposed budget, residential tax increases 
would come in at one per cent, along with a proposed com- 
mercial/industrial tax of 0.6 per cent. The amount does not 
include impacts from Region of Peel services. 


The city’s budget committee discussed several strategies 
to offset the loss in reveneu from the past year, including a 
reduction in discretionary spending, proposed increase in 
user fees and charges for next year, a return to a normal fee 
schedule and a further assessment of capital reserves. 

The budget is expected to be approved early next month, 
following a series of deliberations held on Nov. 30, Dec. 1 
and 2 and approval of the Region of Peel’s final budget. 
Look for additional coverage of this story in next week’s 
edition of Peel Weekly News. 


MISSION @ EARTH 


Climate Change Youth Challenge 


ZN 
x 


ooo0oo 


mi 

oo. Fi 
| | a © 
LS fe Th Bee 


Calling youth 14-25 


mississauga.ca/ClimateChallenge 
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Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
_at Wholesale Prices 
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dundasfruits@hotmail.com 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 


A Les Weller& Mark Hughes Production 
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Diwali a Time For Unity, Not a Time To Make Mistakes 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Guru Nanak Dev, 


the founder of 
Sikhism, will cele- 
brate his 551st 
Birthday on Nov. 


30. 

While many Sikh 
Gurdwaras are rec- 
ognizing the occa- 
sion, the doors to 
those sites___ will 
(functionally) be 
closed. 

Under the current 
provincial lock- 
down, the number 
of people inside and 
outside the gurd- 
waras has been re- 
duced to 10 persons. 

This year these cel- 
ebrations will be 
kept entirely virtual, 
with certain groups 
like William Osler 
Health System rec- 
ognizing the occa- 
sion through online 
ceremony. 

Seeing the large 
number of people 
gathered during the 
Diwali celebrations, 
it seems necessary 
to emphasize that 
the gurdwaras 
should not be 
crowded, keeping in 


view the situation. 
But many of them 
kept holding the 
doors open. 

We can only hope 
the community will 
mind its manners, 
so as not to repeat 
the disastrous Di- 
wali celebrations 
that resulted in 
dozens of tickets 
being handed out by 
Brampton by-law 
enforcement. 

Even prior to Di- 
wali, the Indian 
community was es- 

ecially urged to fol- 
ow the COVID-19 
rules. In Peel, the 
public is particularly 
vigilant, and the au- 
thorities have con- 
tacted many 
religious sites. 

Some people are 
even angry at why 
the authorities did 
this. There is no 
shortage of oppor- 
tunist leaders who 
will not miss any op- 
portunity to express 
their dissatisfaction 
in the name of the 
so-called "minority." 

Before Diwali, 
many religious insti- 
tutions had  an- 
nounced in advance 
that they would be 
closed on Diwali 
day. 


Many manage- 


ment groups prom- 
ised to follow the 

roper protocols, 
but they inherently 
had loopholes. 

Some _ religious 
leaders did not close 
their doors but 
claimed that they 
had adequate 
arrangements to fol- 
low the rules. They 
urged people not to 
light up lights, set off 
firecrackers, and not 
bring sweets in 
places of worship, 
especially | Gurd- 
waras. 

Even before Di- 
wali, there were re- 
ports of the second 
wave of the epi- 
demic = sweeping 
across Canada, and 
all citizens were 
aware of these re- 
ports. 

But what  hap- 
pened on Diwali is 
embarrassing. 
Media across 
Canada reported 
rule violations on 
Diwali, particularly 
at a Brampton 
shrine where police 
and city bylaw offi- 
cers had to intervene 
to disperse a crowd 
of about 300 in a 
parking lot. 

Some people were 
also given tickets for 
the violation, and 


Advocacy group continues campaign 


after march 


In the wake of the 
death of George 
Floyd, residents 
from Mississauga 
and Peel came to- 
gether to peace- 
fully protest police 
injustices towards 
Black Indigenous 
People of Color. 

Marcel Syncs 
Phang, an alumni 
memberi of CEE 
Toronto acted as 
the head organizer 
for The Missis- 
sauga March. The 
protest took place 
on June 7. 

This was Missis- 
sauga’s first ever 
protest in munici- 
pality history. 


Syncs played a 
pivotal role in 
making the March 
a success by using 
his network con- 
nections to ensure 

The Mississauga 
March team had all 
the necessary re- 
sources. This in- 
cluded gathering 
volunteers, creat- 
ing flyers and a so- 
cial media 
presence to pro- 
mote the protest, 
finding a law en- 
forcement liaison, 
getting tow truck 
drivers to lead the 
protest and getting 
clearance for pro- 
tester parking with 


Square One Mall 
security. 

The Mississauga 
March concluded 
as an overwhelm- 
ing success as over 
2,500 residents 
gathered at Cele- 
bration Square to 
voice —_ injustices 
committed upon 
the black indige- 
nous community 
by Peel Police. 

An online com- 
munity has been 
created via Insta- 
gram: @FighttFor- 
Change for those 
looking to join the 
ongoing fight for 
justice. 


one of the gurd- 
waras received a 
summons to appear 
in Ontario Court, ac- 
cording to city 
sources. 

A Justice of the 
Peace will hear the 
matter. The gurd- 
wara administrators 
at the site have de- 
nied this and 
claimed that all the 
rules were followed 
inside the gurdwara, 
but the gathering 
outside was beyond 
their control. 

Apart from this in- 
cident, gathered at 
two nearby plazas 
were also chased 
away by the police. 
They were setting off 
firecrackers. 

At a gurdwara in 
Rexdale, some 
youths appeared 
around 9:30 p.m., 
fired up a firework 
display and left so 
fast that the man- 
agement was left 
watching agape, by- 
standers to the 
show. 

Several video clips 
of such scenes in the 
GTA have been seen 
on social media. In 
these video clips, 
young people in 
unique, expensive 
cars organized to en- 
tertain themselves. 


Many people can 
be seen standing on 
sunroofs or win- 
dows of the vehicle. 
But the police did 
not take any action 
against them. 

There were also in- 
cidents of individu- 
als firing off large 
firecrackers on the 
street in violation of 
the rules, but the po- 
lice did not take any 
action. 

According to re- 
ports, there were 
only 57 tickets issud 
in Peel, but more 
than 57 violations 
occurred in many 
Brampton wards; no 
one did anything. 

In a video clip 
(facebook.com/654 
925089/videos/pcb. 
1015847058435509 
0/10158470584050 
090), a group of 
Punjabi youths set- 
ting off firecrackers 
in the street are ap- 
proached by the po- 
lice, and an officer 
tells them that if 
they have more fire- 
crackers, they 
should leave before 
10 a.m. 

On the one hand, 
they violated the 
rules of the 
province. On the 
other hand, they 
were greeted with an 


officer saying, 
"Happy Diwali." 

In this case, the 
lack of law enforce- 
ment is obvious. 
Other rules have 
been violated on a 
large scale, and 
crowds have gath- 
ered. Large crowds 
were seen in local 
plazas, and parking 
lots were filled with 
cars. 

It seemed that 
some people do not 
care about the 
COVID-19 epi- 
demic. Sales of fire- 
crackers during the 
pandemic are said to 
have increased by 10 
per cent over the 
previous year. 

In Canada, 
Brampton has be- 
come the “Corona 
Capital.” 

Ward 10 is flagged 
in Brampton, and 
Ward 9 is in second 
place. These wards 
are predominantly 
South Asian, espe- 
cially Punjabi and 
Sikh. If the disease 
spreads, the media 
will cover it, which is 
their job. 

Instead of blaming 
the Canadian media, 
it's time to rein in 
the new South Asian 
generation. 


Attention small businesses 


PEL 


WEEKLY 
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Region raises awareness on international day against violence 


Councillors across Peel Region recog- 
nized International Day for the Elimi- 
nation of Violence Against Women 
with the launch of a new campaign to 
raise visibility and reduce cases of 
Family and Intimate Partner Violence 
(FIPV) in the community. 

Building off a regional council motion 
introduced this past February, council- 
lors and community advocates will 
work to coordinate, collaborate and 
problem-solve meaningful solutions 
that will reduce violence against family 
members and intimate partners in 
Peel. 

The region has seen a marked rise in 
cases of women who have requested 
and received transitional and housing 
support to live a life free from violence, 
with the number increasing by 65 per 
cent over the last year. Additionally, 


Peel Police responded to more than 
19,000 cases of domestic disputes last 
year. 

The prevalence of domestic violence 
is a tragic reality for far too many in 
Peel, said Brampton councillor 
Rowena Santos. 

“It has no color and crosses all eco- 
nomic lines. With this public aware- 
ness campaign, we are taking the issue 
of domestic violence out of the shad- 
ows. One of our first steps is to raise 
awareness and face this problem col- 
lectively as a community, so victims 
can feel empowered to seek the sup- 
port they need,” said Santos. “A safe 
community must fundamentally in- 
clude women and children feeling safe 
in the place they live.” 

The campaign includes resources, 
statistics and additional graphics resi- 


dents can print off or share. Residents 
who need support, or know someone 
who does, can confidentially call toll- 
free: 2-1-1, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. In an emergency, residents are 
advised to call the police at 9-1-1. 

“So often, people don’t know what to 
do or how to respond to the things they 
see in their neighborhood, workplace, 
community or perhaps in their own 
home. In this campaign, we join to- 
gether to learn and respond to the 
many forms of violence that can occur 
within families,” said Sharon Mayne 
Devine, the CEO of Catholic Family 
Services Peel-Dufferin. 

“The abuse of women, children, and 
the elderly is the responsibility of the 
whole community. 

For more information, visit peelre- 
gion.ca/ItsNotOkay. 
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Location: 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Zest for Living 
Port Credit 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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Peel Police bodycams begin phased rollout as force pledges accountability 


by Alex Gregory 


All systems green. 

The move to outfit 
police officers in Peel 
with bodycams has fi- 
nally reached fruition, 
as a leading law en- 
forcement tech com- 
pany announced 
earlier this week that 
the force will be one of 
the first in the country 
to deploy and utilize 
cutting-edge technol- 
ogy. 

Mississauga's Axon 
said Friday that 1,200 
Body 3 cameras, 
along with an extra 
515 licences, would be 
deployed to officers 
through the com- 
pany's digital evi- 
dence management 
division, Axon Evi- 
dence. The cameras 
will be delivered in 
multiple phases run- 
ning through the sec- 
ond quarter of next 
year. 

The new cameras, 
which will cost $1.8 
million over a five- 
year span, will be 
funded through Peel 
Police’s budget as part 
of a new fully-digital 
evidence collection 
system and approved 
in September. 

The move to outfit 
officers with body- 


cams follows a debate 
that has stretched 
through the balance 
of the year, as com- 
munity advocates and 
local leaders have 
sought greater ac- 
countability and over- 
sight in the wake of 
contentious incidents 
between officers and 
residents, particularly 
in mental health 
cases. Earlier this 
month, the Region of 
Peel announced plans 
to advocate to the 
province to address 
issues raised regard- 
ing the transparency 
and accountability of 
the Special Investiga- 
tions Unit (SIU), 
alongside requests for 
greater mental health 
reform. 

Officers will now 
sport the Axon Body 
3, which includes live- 
streaming capabilities 
that can broadcast 
events happening in 
the field in real-time, 
along with technology 
that allows the 
footage review 
process to be stream- 
lined. Interview 
rooms within Peel Po- 
lice stations will also 
have cloud-based 
technology to deliver 


FREE Online Art 
Workshops for South 
Asian Seniors In: 


- MUSIC 


- DANCE 


- VISUAL 
ARTS 


interview footage to a 
central evidence man- 
agement system. 

In a release late last 
week, Axon said the 
new technology also 
allows for "AI-based 
redaction, auto-tag- 
ging evidence and au- 
tomated transcription 
resulting in cost and 
time savings for the 
police service." 

The new bodycams 
mark the force's 
pledge to "embark on 
a digital innovation 
and technology 


roadmap to not just 
simply adopt contem- 
porary _ technology 
platforms, but to 
leverage them beyond 
traditional methods 
to enhance public 
safety and increase 
the effectiveness of 
our front line," said 
Peel Regional Police 
Chief Nishan Dura- 
iappah. 

"These are the types 
of initiatives which I 
and the team have 
committed to acceler- 
ating in order to build 


resiliency within our 
community." 

An initial test and 
rollout phase began 
this past Monday at 
the force's Airport Di- 
vision, with commu- 
nity meetings set to 
discuss the force's pri- 
orities and_ policies 
with the technology, 
said Inspector Josh 
Colley. 

"(Peel Police) has 
been and will con- 
tinue to be committed 
to working with our 
community during 


the implementation of 
this —_ technology... 
with the current pan- 
demic, (we) intend to 
interact virtually to 
ensure meaningful 
and collaborative dia- 
logue to help inform 
our processes and 
policies." 

The phased deploy- 
ment of additional 
cameras, and related 
innovative support 
solutions, will com- 
mence in early 2021. 


The Axon Body 3, as 
seen in an undated 
photo. (Axon) 
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Winter crews ready salt trucks as 
weather arrives 


With Peel Region’s 
first blast of in- 
clement winter 
weather arriving this 
past weekend, city 
crews in Brampton, 
Caledon and Missis- 
sauga have been get- 
ting their fleets of 
salt trucks and snow- 
plows ready. 

Teams have been 
working around the 
clock to ensure that 
the roads are clear, 
with the Town of 
Caledon calling a 
winter parking ban 
over the weekend to 
provide crews with 
the space needed to 
clear roads. 

In Brampton, 
teams worked fever- 
ishly to ensure that 


roads, sidewalks, 
transit stops and 
recreational _ trails 


were cleared, while 
in Mississauga, city 
staff prepared pieces 
of snow clearing 
equipment, includ- 
ing salters and 
plows, to ensure that 
crews were ready for 
the inclement condi- 
tions. 

“As essential work- 
ers, our incredible 
winter crews will be 
ready to respond 24 
hours a day, seven 
days a week to en- 
sure that our roads, 
Pe sidewalks, 

ike lanes, bus stops 
and more are safe 
and accessible for all 
those who travel to 


and from their desti- 
nation — to keep Mis- 
sissauga moving,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie last week. “I 
urge everyone to be 
patient and safe by 
giving our plows lots 
of space, driving to 
weather conditions 
and leaving a bit ear- 
lier when possible.” 

Residents are ad- 
vised to remember 
the following this 
winter: 

- Clear sidewalks of 
ice, snow, and slush 
promptly after snow- 
fall; 

- Please move vehi- 
cles to ensure plows 
and emergency vehi- 
cles can safely pass 
by; 


monk ee Rowe N Dy Z 


VIRTUAL 
BAZAAR 


NOVEMBER 


- Ifit has been more 
than 24 hours since 
the snowfall has 
ended and _ your 
street still requires 
attention, call 311 or 
use the 311 app; 

“Safety will con- 
tinue to be a priority 
this winter,” said 
Mickey Frost, Missis- 
sauga’s director of 
Works Operations 
and Maintenance. 
“We will ensure that 
our priority routes 
such as major roads, 
on-street bike lanes, 
priority sidewalks, 
bus stops, pedestrian 
crossings and desig- 
nated roadside 
multi-use trails are 
cleared first to main- 
tain accessibility and 
allow emergency and 
transit vehicles to 
travel. As a_re- 
minder, residential 
roads and _ priority 
sidewalks are not 
cleared to bare pave- 
ment, but are made 
passable and safe. As 
our crews clear resi- 
dential roads, we 
also remind resi- 
dents to please move 
parked vehicles off 
the street to allow 
plows to safely clear 
the street.” 


Ongoing thefts of high-end 
vehicles in Peel, say police 


Several individu- 
als have been ar- 
rested in 
connection with a 
series of thefts of 
Lexus RX and Toy- 
ota Highlander 
models in Missis- 
sauga, say police. 

11 Division said 
Wednesday _ that 
the thefts began 
last month, with 
over 80 stolen ve- 
hicles reported in 
the city. 

The suspects 
were attending res- 
idential driveways, 
using a device to 
obtain software 
from the vehicle. 
The suspects then 
left the area, repro- 
gram a key fob, re- 
turn, and steal the 
car. 

Onwe Nove? 
around 7:55 p.m., 
four males from 
Quebec occupied 
an Audi Aq. 

They were all ar- 
rested, after steal- 
ing the Lexus 
RX350. At that 
time, multiple key 
fobs were found in 
their possession, 
and a master key 
(used to reprogram 
key fobs). 

20 year-old Dar- 


ick Cruz-Reyes, 21 
year-old _—_ Carlos 
Aponte-Majia, 18 
year-old Arzaan 
Khan, all of Mon- 
treal, and a 17 year- 
old teenager from 
Longueil, who can- 
not be identified 
under the Youth 
Criminal Justice 
Act, were all ar- 
rested and charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, including 
failure to comply, 
possession of 
stolen property 
and possessing a 
vehicle’s master 
key. 

Cruz-Reyes, Khan 
and the teenager 
from Longueil at- 
tended Brampton 
court on Nov. 23 to 
answer to the 
charges, while 
Aponte-Majia will 
make his court ap- 
pearance on Feb. 5, 
2021. 

Anyone with in- 
formation or po- 
tential dashcam 
video is asked to 
call investigators 
with the 11 Division 
Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1133. 
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Pilot project aims to put a “blue roof’ on scaling tech 


by Alex Gregory 

A local conserva- 
tion authority an- 
nounced plans to 
adapt a smart sys- 
tem to understand 
its impact on col- 
lecting rainwater - 
and how it can be 
used to help scale 
green technology 
across the country. 

Credit Valley 
Conservation an- 
nounced this week 
that it had re- 
ceived over 
$280,000 in grant 
funding from In- 
tact Financial Cor- 
poration to build 
and evaluate the 
performance of a 
“smart blue roof” 
system, which will 
collect, reuse and 
release rainwater 
as part of new 
green technology. 


The “blue roof” 
system, which will 
be installed at the 
conservation au- 
thority’s main ad- 
ministrative 
building, uses real- 
time information 
to control the re- 
lease of rainwater, 
through weather 
patterns. 

The collected 
rainwater can be 
reused, then 
slowly released 
back into its mu- 
nicipal stormwater 
system. 

The funding will 
help CVC assess 
the real-world per- 
formance of the 
system and under- 
stand how to scale 
this technology in 
local communities 
and across 


Canada, represen- 
tatives said. 
“We're grateful 
for Intact Founda- 
tion’s generous in- 
vestment and 
commitment to 
advancing new ap- 
proaches to 
stormwater man- 
agement,” — said 
CVC’s chief ad- 
ministrative offi- 
cer, Deborah 
Martin-Downs. 
“We're proud to 
take a leading role 
in testing new 
technology _ that 
can reduce pres- 
sure on municipal 
stormwater sys- 
tems and help pre- 
vent flooding.” 
The new pilot 
project is an exam- 
ple of sustainable 
technology _ that 


can provide an 
edge when dealing 
with flooding con- 
cerns and protect- 
ing water quality, 
said CVC’s man- 
ager of integrated 
watershed man- 


agement, Phil 
James. 
“The benefits of 


smart blue roofs 


extend beyond 
stormwater man- 
agement... when 


water evaporates 


from the roof, it 
cools the building, 
reducing energy 
use and green- 
house gas emis- 
sions.” 


Loblaw rolls out mobile app in bid to boost support 


Following a lim- 
ited rollout in At- 
lantic provinces 
earlier this fall, 
Brampton’s 
Loblaw Compa- 
nies Limited has 
launched the PC 
Health app across 
Ontario - and 
aims to bridge the 
gap with health 
support during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The national 
grocer, which op- 
erates its head of- 
fices in Brampton, 
said earlier this 
week that the new 
app is intended to 
give users addi- 
tional access to 
health resources 
and support, in- 
cluding live chats 
with nurses and 


dieticians. 
The app rolled 
out across’ the 


province, along 
with British Co- 
lumbia and AIl- 
berta, on Monday, 
and the grocer 
plans to expand 
nationally over 
the coming 
months while also 
adding a number 
of features, in- 
cluding virtual 
physician care 
and a digital phar- 
macy. 

The company 
has leveraged its 
experience in 
food, nutrition 


a n d 
healthcare/phar- 
macy needs, 
through the Shop- 
pers Drug Mart 
(SDM) brand, 
which is owned by 
Loblaw, to give in- 
dividuals better 
access to re- 
sources and tools 
that will help 


them, said SDM 
president Jeff 
Leger. 

"Our company's 
purpose is to help 
Canadians live life 
well and the PC 
Health app is an 
innovative and 
powerful new tool 
that we really 
think brings this 
to life," — said 
Leger. "This app 
combines our 
company's expert- 
ise — health and 
wellness advice, 
nutrition, and re- 
wards — into a 
healthcare  solu- 
tion for Canadi- 
ans that can live 
right at their fin- 
gertips." 

Users will re- 
ceive personalized 
health recommen- 
dations after com- 
pleting a profile 
on the app, and 


can also earn PC 
Optimum points 
by completing 
tasks and activi- 
ties on the app, 
said Leger. 
“We've had re- 
ally great feed- 


back from 
customers who 
are interacting 


with both the care 
teams and health- 
care programs 
and have been ex- 
cited by how help- 
ful they are in 
meeting their spe- 
cific needs," said 
Leger. "Whether 
Canadians need 
help finding a 
local physician, 
want support with 
simple meal plan- 
ning or are look- 
ing to better 
understand their 
sleep habits, the 
(app) has the 
tools to help them 


—o- 


better manage 
their health and 
wellbeing.” 

Users can con- 
nect for free to 
registered nurses 
and dietitians via 
virtual live chat to 
address pressing 
health and nutri- 
tion questions in 
real time. 

According to a 
statement by 
Loblaw, in the 
coming months, 
users will also 
have access. to 
real-time virtual 
care from _phar- 


macists, family 
physicians and 
specialists, di- 


rectly on the app. 

"We are excited 
to be working 
with Loblaw on 
this meaningful 
project," said 
Michael Serbinis, 
founder & CEO of 


League, the devel- 
oper of the app. 
"The healthcare 
system is a com- 
plex web of infor- 
mation, 
providers, and in- 
surers. The app 
will help address 
these issues and 
provide a new 
personalized 
"front door" to 
healthcare. Thou- 
sands of people 
already use 
League every day 
to manage their 
health and_ get 
support, we're 
thrilled to now be 
able to help thou- 
sands more." 

The app can be 
downloaded for 
free on the App 
Store or Google 
Play. For more in- 
formation, visit 
pchealth.ca. 


PDN November 26, 2020_Layout 1 11/26/2020 2:36 AM Page 20 


—e— 


Nov. 26, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 20 


New shipping hub opens ahead of holiday season 


"It's like watch- 
ing a child taking 
its first steps," are 
the words that 


come to mind 
when Gordon 
Reed is asked how 


he feels about see- 
ing UPS Canada's 
largest package 


sorting and deliv- 
ery facility up and 


running. As the 
director for spe- 
cial projects in 
UPS's industrial 
engineering de- 
partment, Gordon 
has spent a lot of 
work and_ long 
hours getting the 
massive, 850,000 
square foot facility 
in Caledon online. 


"This project is 
close to my heart 
and our whole 
team is so proud 
that we could get 
this facility opera- 
tional in time 
when it is most 
needed.” 

The new hub has 
begun operations 
in anticipation for 


the annual in- 
crease in volume 
that will — start 
around Cyber 
Week and con- 
tinue through Jan. 
2021. 

Part of a $500 
million Canada 
investment plan 
announced in 
2018, the facility 
features advanced 
scanning and sor- 
tation technology, 
integrated with 
data-driven tools 
to increase effi- 
ciency and relia- 
bility for UPS's 
customers in one 
of the fastest 
growing provinces 
in Canada. 

"This year has 
not been without 
its challenges and 
we want to make 
sure we do our 
part to reduce the 
stress of the com- 


ing holidays as 
much as possible 
for all Canadians," 
said Dominic Por- 
porino, president 
of UPS Canada. 

"We anticipate a 
record breaking 
holiday season, 
but this new hub 
— our flagship fa- 
cility — and the 
dedicated people 
that operate it, are 
ready to serve 
Canadians when 
they need it the 
most. It is a testa- 
ment to our com- 
pany's purpose of 
keeping the world 
moving forward 
by delivering what 
matters.” 

To further help 
successfully de- 
liver the holidays 
this year, UPS ex- 
pects to hire over 
100,000 seasonal 
employees _ glob- 


ally. In Canada, 
more than 5,000 
new employees 
will be hired to 
provide additional 
support. 

Full and_part- 
time positions will 
be filled and many 
past seasonal 
hires have landed 
permanent jobs at 
UPS. 

Earlier this year, 
UPS also opened a 
180,000 square 
foot expansion at 
its Montreal facil- 
ity and, in Nov. 
2018, the com- 
pany unveiled a 
new facility in 
Kanata,, and has 


expanded its 
package centres in 
Brampton and 


London, Ontario 
and Edmonton, 
Alberta. 


New policy aims to reduce greenhouse gas, add green fleet 


Last week, 
councillors in 
Mississauga _ re- 


ceived a_ report 
detailing efforts 
to reduce the 
city’s greenhouse 
gases by 40 per 
cent within the 
next two decades. 
The Green Fleet 
and Equipment 
Policy and Elec- 
tric Vehicle 
Charging Station 
Standard, which 
was discussed by 
Council at its reg- 
ular General 
Committee meet- 
ing last week, 
aims to prioritize 
investment in 
low- and zero- 
emission — vehi- 
cles, equipment 
and __ infrastruc- 
ture, as part of a 
larger _ climate 
change plan un- 
veiled earlier late 


last year. 

As part of the 
proposed _poli- 
cies, the city 


would seek to in- 
stall electric vehi- 
cle chargers at 
key municipal 
buildings and 
properties. 

“AS we move 
forward with our 
Climate Change 
Action Plan, it’s 
vital we make 
necessary 
changes’ within 
our organization 
to be more sus- 


tainable,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 
“Having this 
policy in place 


will allow us to 
lead by example 
and take real ac- 
tion in the fight 
against climate 
change.” 

The new policy 


and charging 
standard also 
seeks to cut down 
on greenhouse 
gas emissions 
and reduce the 
number of idling 
vehicles on the 
road, added Jodi 
Robillos, the 
city’s director of 


parks and 
forestry. 
“In 2017, we 


found that 78 per 
cent of Corporate 
emissions come 
from the City’s 
fleet and equip- 


ment. We need to 
make drastic 
changes if we 


want to reduce 40 
per cent of the 
City’s GHGs by 
2030... this pol- 
icy is a critical 
first step that lays 
the foundation 
for staff. 

Robillos added, 


“This policy will 
prioritize the 
electrification of 
the City’s fleet 
and equipment in 
a way that is sus- 
tainable and 
meets our opera- 
tional needs. We 
will work to make 
investments in 
zero-emissions 
technologies, 
such as electric 
vehicles, which 
will be phased in 
over time. Be- 
tween 2020 to 


2030, there is an 
opportunity to re- 
place more than 
50 per cent of our 
light-duty fleet 
and equipment, 
all of Fire’s sup- 
port vehicles and 


almost all of 
MiWay’s fleet, 
which includes 


buses and sup- 
port vehicles.” 

In Dec. 2019, 
councillors ap- 
proved the city’s 
Climate Change 
Action Plan, 


which seeks to 
reduce 80 per 
cent of Missis- 
sauga’s GHG 
emissions by 
2050 and _  in- 
crease resilience 
and the capacity 
for the city to 
withstand and re- 
spond to climate 
events. 

The policy ap- 


peared before 
councillors on 
Wednesday for 
approval. 
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Should fireworks be banned completely worldwide? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Diwali has passed, 
and everyone has 
celebrated in their 
own way. 

Now, with Christ- 
mas and New Year's 
also around the cor- 
ner, has the damage 
been done to our 
collective percep- 
tion of fireworks? 

Family members 
and friends greeted 
each other during 
Diwali, not just in 
droves through ill- 
timed mass gather- 
ings in outdoor 
spaces, but through 
the usage of fire- 
works and _fire- 
crackers, which 
were ignited en 
masse to recognize 
the holiday. 

Unfortunately, 
this had led to fur- 
ther negative atten- 
tion related to the 
usage of such de- 
vices, in tandem 
with efforts over- 
seas to curb or cur- 
tail usage of 
fireworks in a bid to 
reduce major pollu- 
tion in heavily-pop- 
ulated cities. 

In a continent like 
India, residents 
continue to cele- 
brate events like Di- 
wali with fireworks 


unimpeded, despite 
the explosion in 
COVID-19 cases 
worldwide via the 
second wave, and 
despite attempts by 
advocacy groups to 
convince residents 
and governments to 
ct down on such de- 
vices, both for pub- 
lic safety and to 
prevent mass gath- 
erings. 

According to the 
experts, the death 
toll of COVID-19 is 
increasing and not 
expected to end 
soon. 

If these two trou- 
bles continue until 
Christmas and into 
the New Year, it will 
cause untold deaths 
and global impact. 

Dozens of resi- 
dents were fined in 
Brampton on Di- 
wali, despite many 
residents _ taking 
pecetort and 

eeping their dis- 
tance. Regardless, 
major celebrations 
continued to be 
held with major 
uses of fireworks. 
Due in part to the 
holiday, Peel and 
Toronto locked 
down again. 

After all, many so- 


cial media accounts 
are raising ques- 
tions about fire- 
works at any festival 
and whether they 
should be perma- 
nently banned. Not 
only here in 
Canada, but also 
across the globe. 

According to a re- 
port, 60,340 metric 
tons of CO-2, which 
is considered a 
greenhouse gas, is 
produced by fire- 
works in the United 
States every year. 

Pollution is differ- 
ent from hazardous 
gases. Firecracker 
smoke also contains 
metal particles and 
toxic chemicals. 

However, very few 
people in the United 
States celebrate Di- 
wali, but New Year's 
Eve is very tumul- 
tuous. 

Firecrackers are 
often displayed on 
four festivals in 
Canada each year, 
including Diwali. 

These include May 
18 (Victoria Day), 
July 1 (Canada 
Day), Nov. 14 (Di- 
wali) and Dec. 31 
(New Year's Eve). In 
Peel, these four 
dates represent the 


only time residents 
can ignite short- 
range fireworks 
without the need for 
a permit, and only 
within their own 
property. 

In India, apart 
from Diwali, rich 
people find every 
excuse, including 
marriage, to ignite 
millions of fire- 
crackers. Another 
report states that 
the impact of Di- 
wali's pollution in 
India has increased 
the rate of respira- 
tory diseases by 30 
to 40 per cent. 

It takes three days 
for New Year's Eve 
pollution to clear in 
London, and so do 
many other major 
cities around the 
world. 

People could still 
celebrate this festi- 
val and others fire- 
cracker-free. 

Gunpowder was 
invented in China in 
850 AD, and Diwali 
and New Year are 
much older than 
that. 

Commercial man- 
ufacturing of fire- 
works in India 
started in 1923, and 
the first firecracker 


factory was set up in 
1940. There are now 
more than 1,000 
massive fireworks 
factories in India, 
and there will be 
thousands of small - 
illegal factories. 

In addition, coun- 
tries like China sell 
a large number of 
fireworks. The trade 
of such devices and 
firecrackers is grow- 
ing fast year after 
year. 

However, fire- 
works have also be- 
come a significant 
source of trade and 
pollution. The 
events of the past 
few months have 
seen this through, 
as countries like 
India and_ the 
Phillipines have 
called on country- 
wide bans on such 
devices in a bid to 
curb pollution and 
excessive noise. 

No one in the 
world has ever 
talked openly about 
banning off fire- 
works in planning 
to reduce green- 
house gas and pol- 
lution emissions. 

It was not even 
mentioned in the 
Paris Environment 


Accords. The Prime 
Minister of Canada, 
Justin Trudeau, has 
imposed a carbon 
tax on petrol, diesel, 
gas and heating oil, 
increasing every 
year. 

During the 2020 
U.S. election, Presi- 
dent-Elect Joe 
Biden also _ pre- 
sented a program to 
end oil and gas use 
in the United States. 

Fireworks should 
also be banned alto- 
gether, and low-pol- 
lution firecrackers 
are no substitute. 

Firework factories 
should consider 
making an alterna- 
tive product. The 
Green Tribunal of 
India already im- 
posed bans or re- 
strictions on 
lighting fireworks 
and firecrackers in 
many cities and 
states before Diwali 
this year, which was 
a good decision in 
light of the coun- 
try’s continuing pol- 
lution problems. 

Canada needs to 
do the same. After 
all, it may just help 
the health and 
safety of the people. 


buildbeautiful 


Stormwater Master Plan 


mississauga.ca/stormwater-master-plan 


SZ mississauca 
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Finance commissioner 
Attention small businesses announces retirement 


One of Peel 
Region’s 
pen dae 

mployees _ is 
calli ing it a day. 

The Region of 
Peel’s Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer 
and Commis- 
sioner of Fi- 
nance, 
Stephen 
VanOtwegen, 
announced this 
week that he 
will be retiring 
next April. 

VanOfwegen, 
who joined the 
Region as a Fi- 
nance Officer 
in Peel Region 
in 1985, said 
Monday that he 
will retire as of 
Apr. 30, 2021. 

VanOfwegen 
has a number 
of roles at the 
Region, includ- 
ing work as the 
Manager of Fi- 
nance for 
Health Serv- 
ices, Director of 
Business & In- 
formation 
Services for 
Health Services 
in 2004 and 
the Director of 


Business and 
Financial Plan- 
ning in 2009. 
He has served 
in his current 
role as Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer 
since 2014. 
“Stephen’s 
tenure with the 
Region has co- 
incided with 
Peel’s _—_ rapid 


growth in pop- 
ulation and 
economic ex- 


pansion, and 
throughout this 
time, he has 
ensured the 
Region re- 
mained fiscally 
responsible 
and financially 
sustainable,” 
said the Re- 
gion’s Chief 
Administrative 
Officer, Janice 
Baker. 


November 14 - Oil 

November 15 - Salt 

November 16 - Sugar 

November 17 - Snacks 

November 18 - Baby Formula 
November 19 - Diapers (any size) 
November 20 - Rice 

November 21 - Hygiene Products 
November 23 - Cereal & Oatmeal 
November 24 - Coffee & Tea Bags 
November 25 - Dry Beans & Lentils 
November 26 - Pasta & Sauce 
November 27 - Atta 


10 


YEARS 


AQ. deseva 


Annual 
Guru Nanak 


Gurpurab 


Food Drive 


November 13 - 27, 2020 


#13DaysOfGiving #ShopForSeva 
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Protect, Support, Recover: Ontario’s Action Plan 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


This month, Fi- 
nance Minister Rod 
Phillips release On- 
tario’s 2020 budget, 
entitled = Protect, 
Support, Recover — 
the next phase of 
our comprehensive 
action plan to re- 
spond to the serious 
health and_ eco- 
nomic impacts of 
COVID-19. 

It is a plan that 
provides as much 
certainty as possible 
in an uncertain 
time, ensuring that 
we are always there 
to support those 
who need it most. 

Protect is the first 
pillar of our plan: it 
represents our most 
fundamental _re- 
sponsibility. 

The people of On- 
tario have and con- 
tinue to do their 
part by respecting 
and following pub- 
lic health advice. 

While Ontarians 
do their part, our 
government is com- 
mitted to doing 
ours, which is why 
we are _ spending 
$8.3 billion this 
year to support our 


hospitals, frontline 
healthcare heroes 
and protect people 
from COVID-19. 

These invest- 
ments include fi- 
nancial backing for 
this year’s Fall Pre- 
paredness Plan for 
Health, Long-Term 
Care and Education 
— which is the most 

comprehensive 
and robust plan in 
the country to re- 
spond to the second 
wave of COVID-19. 

It also includes 
additional funding 
to support hospital 
beds, address the 
surgical _ backlog 
and purchase addi- 
tional influenza vac- 
cines. 

The Province is in- 
vesting more than 
$18 billion in capi- 
tal grants over 10 
years to build new 
and expanded hos- 
pital infrastructure 
and address urgent 
upgrades, including 
repairs and mainte- 
nance to help mod- 
ernize hospitals 
across Ontario. 

To protect loved 
ones in long-term 


care from a second 
wave, and to ad- 
dress long standing 
issues in the sys- 
tem, Ontario is pro- 
viding over half a 
billion dollars to en- 
able necessary ren- 
ovations and 
measures to im- 
prove infection pre- 
vention and control, 
allow for the pur- 
chase of more per- 
sonal __ protective 
equipment (PPE), 
and to build a 
strong health care 
workforce. 

We are also acting 
immediately to pro- 
tect Ontario’s most 
vulnerable people. 

That is why we 
plan to increase av- 
erage daily direct 
care of long-term 
care residents from 
a nurse or personal 
support worker to 
four hours a day, 
making Ontario the 
leader among Cana- 
dian provinces. 

This ambitious 
plan will require 
significant changes 
in the long-term 
care sector, includ- 
ing recruiting and 


training tens of 
thousands of new 
staff. 

Support is the sec- 
ond pillar of our 
plan. COVID-19 has 
brought severe 
challenges and eco- 
nomic difficulties to 
families and em- 
ployers. 

From the begin- 
ning, we have 
promised to be 
there to help those 
struggling the most. 

This starts with 
giving back to all 
the seniors who 
built this province, 
especially during 
these challenging 
times. 

That is why we are 
proposing a new 
Seniors’ Home 
Safety Tax Credit 
for the 2021 taxa- 
tion year, which 
would provide a 25 
per cent credit on 
eligible renovations 
of up to $10,000. 

Seniors would be 
eligible regardless 
of their incomes 
and whether they 
owe income tax for 
2021. Family mem- 
bers who have a 


senior living with 
them would also be 
eligible. 

We are also sup- 
porting families 
whose daily vigi- 
lance and_ hard 
work ensure all of 
our children are 
learning and are 
safe. 

To help offset 
some of the addi- 
tional costs of 
COVID-19, parents 
will once again re- 
ceive $200 _ per 
child under age 12 
and $250 for chil- 
dren and youth with 
special needs age 21 
and under. 

Recover is the 
third pillar of our 
plan. As we all deal 
with the impacts of 
COVID-19, it may 
seem ambitious to 
talk about recovery. 
But for Ontario to 
recover, we need 
strong, sustained 
economic growth — 
and we need to start 
to work on recovery 
now. 

This includes pro- 
viding additional 
tools such as tar- 
geted tax relief to 


job creators in their 
community, as well 
as a proposal to 
provide municipali- 
ties with the ability 
to cut property tax 
for small businesses 
and a_ provincial 
commitment to 
consider matching 
these reductions. 
Ontario’s Action 
Plan now sets out a 
total of $45 billion 
in support over the 
next three years to 
continue protecting 
people through in- 
vestments in health 
care; deliver critical 
programs and tax 
measures to sup- 
port individuals, 
families and job 
creators impacted 
by the virus; and lay 
the groundwork for 
a robust long-term 
economic recovery 
for the province. 
For more infor- 
mation on the 2020 
Budget, contact my 
office at 1-800-265- 
1603 or by email at 
sylvia.jonesco@pc.o 
la.org, or visit my 
website at sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca. 


Local supermarket receives Foodland Ontario award 


Last week, Mis- 
sissauga- 
Lakeshore MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto 
recognized the 
team at the 
Lakeshore Metro 
for their out- 
standing com- 
mitment to 
Ontario’s local 
food industry, 
and presented 
them with a Plat- 
inum__— Retailer 
Award of Merit. 

The annual 
Foodland On- 
tario Retailer 
Awards are the 
produce indus- 
try’s premier 
competition for 
excellence in re- 
tail display and 
promotion in 


support of local 
Ontario foods. 

Retailers enter 
seasonal display 
contests which 
run from mid- 
April to Novem- 
ber. 

In 2019, over 
A, 235 entries 
were submitted, 
with almost 
6,000 photos of 
compelling dis- 
plays featuring 
fresh Ontario 
produce. 

“Congratula- 
tions to Metro 
for creating 
award-winning 
displays that 
showcase _ fresh 
and delicious 
Ontario fruits 
and vegetables,” 


said Minister of 
Agriculture 
Ernie Harde- 
man. “ 

Thank you for 
taking pride in 
building creative 
and innovative 
displays that en- 
courage shop- 
pers to take 
home the good 
things that grow 
in Ontario.” 

“For more than 
40 years, this 
program has 
helped forge 
strong relation- 
ships among re- 
tailers, 
commodity  or- 
ganizations, and 
growers,” said 
Cuzzetto. “ 
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This is the best time in the history of Toronto sports 


It’s a great time to 
be a Toronto sports 
fan. In fact, there is 
a strong argument 
to be made that 
there’s never been a 
better time to be a 
Toronto sports fan. 

At first glance, 
that might sound 
ridiculous, but 
when you look at 
where the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, 
Toronto Raptors 
and Toronto Blue 
Jays are at the pres- 
ent moment, it 
makes a lot of sense. 

The Leafs, Rap- 
tors and Jays are 
Toronto’s marquee 
three ae teams, 
with all due respect 

To Toronto FC, 
the Toronto Argos, 
Toronto Rock and 
all the other teams 
that wear Toronto 
colours. 

Think back to the 
2019 NBA champi- 
onship parade or 
how the Jays and 
Leafs totally capti- 
vate the GTA when 
they are winning if 


Roger Lajoie 


Sports Scene 
7a 


you want to debate 
that point. 

There have been 
many great times 
for Toronto’s teams 
over the years. The 
Blue Jays winnin 
back-to-back Worl 
Series titles in 1992 
and 1993 was obvi- 
ously one of those. 

The Raptors’ NBA 
title was oe 
just last year. An 
although you have 
to be over 55 to re- 
member the Leafs 
last Stanley Cup 
win, the Leafs have 
had their runs in the 
past as well. 

However, we have 
not seen all three 
teams be good at 
the same time, and 
they all are right 
now. 

The Raptors en- 
tered the NBA in 
1995. That’s 25 
years ago. Let’s start 
from there. 

The Raps champi- 
onship in 2019 
ended a long title 
draught for Toronto 
(again apologies to 


TFC, Argos, Rock, 
etc.). 

However, that 
year the Jays lost 95 

ames and were in 
the early stages of a 
rebuild, while the 
Leafs were flaming 
out in the first 
round of the play- 
offs again. 

Raptors have been 
an excellent fran- 
chise for the last 
seven years with six 
division titles, but 
the Jays have strug- 
gled_ since their 

reat run in 2016 

that saw them go 
deep into the Amer- 
ican League play- 
offs. 
Leafs have been 
auve good the last 
our seasons but 
still haven’t won a 
playoff series and 
missed the pas 
the year the Jays 
went to the ALCS. 

All three teams 
have certainly had 
their great mo- 
ments since 1995, 
but not at the same 
time. 

That has a very 
good chance _ at 
changing, because 
for the first time in 
25 years all three of 
them are poised to 
be very good mov- 


ing forward — to- 
gether. 

The Raptors have 
won six division ti- 
tles in six years, at 
least po games five 
straight seasons and 
nine playoff series, 
in addition to the 
Larry O’Brien Tro- 
phy in 2019. 

They still have a 
very strong nucleus, 
a tremendous Pres- 
ident in Masai Ujuri 
and great coach in 
Nick Nurse, and will 
certainly be a real 
threat in the East- 
ern Conference next 
season. 

The Leafs have 
been a top regular 
season team in the 
NHL for four 
straight years. They 
have locked up their 
key star players for 
the next several 
years, they have an 
experienced and ca- 

able front office 
ed by Brendan 
Shanahan, and they 
added Joe Thornton 
to bring some vet- 
eran experience for 
this season. 

While they still 
haven’t cashed in 
during the playoffs, 
they are still consid- 
ered to be a con- 
tender for 2021. 


The Jays bounced 
back from a horrible 
2019 season to 
make the expanded 
playoffs in MLB this 
season. 

They are loaded 
with great young 
talent, their farm 
system has more to 
come and owner- 
ship has made it 
clear they are will- 
ing to spend more 
on free agents to 
add to the mix. They 
still have a ways to 
go, but baseball ob- 
servers will tell you 
the Jays are on the 
cusp of being a 
great team once 
again. 

No guarantees of 
any of this happen- 
ing of course. That’s 
sports. 

But for the first 
time ever the fans of 
all three teams have 
a legitimate reason 
to be optimistic for 
a good 2021 and be- 
yond — if you just 
cheer for the local 
teams, these are the 
glory days for you. 

On my weekend 
shows on Sportsnet 
590 The Fan, I 
asked listeners 
which of these three 
teams they thought 
would have the 


most success in the 
next few years. 

It was a tough 
question and the 
vote was divided. 

One listener made 
a terrific and telling 
comment: 

“So hard to say but 
at the same time it’s 
so great to be hav- 
ing this conversa- 
tion. A few years 
ago this was a 
laughable ues- 
tion.” - @RichIm- 
brogno 

It was a laughable 
question then be- 
cause the Raptors, 
Leafs and Jays have 
never all been as 
good as they all are 
now together. 

That makes this a 
great time to be a 
Toronto sports fan. 
Maybe the best time 
ever. 


Roger Lajoie is a 
sports talk show 
host on Sportsnet 
590 The Fan. He’s 
been in the sports 
media business for 
40 years, and was 
Vice President of 
the Mississauga St. 
Michael’s Majors in 
2011-12. 
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We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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Optimism is good for your health! So why are people so pessimistic? 


“Life inflicts the 
same setbacks and 
tragedies on the 
optimist as on the 
pessimist, but the 
optimist weathers 
them better.” — 
Martin Seligman 

In his terrific 
book “Learned Op- 
timism” Martin 
Seligman, a pio- 
neer on the princi- 
pals of positive 
psychology, — ex- 
plains the princi- 
pals of optimism 
and how optimism 
is an attitude to- 
wards life that can 
be learned. 

In other words, 
optimism is a 
choice we make. 

Optimistic peo- 
ple are healthier 
and happier then 
those who are 
more prone to 
negativity and pes- 
sissm, and live bet- 
ter lives. 

This is not just 
pop psychology; 
this is now consid- 
ered science 
thanks largely to 
the wark of 


thought leaders 


like Seligman. 

If you have not 
read this book, it 
comes highly rec- 
ommended. 

But you know 
this already. 
Right? Everybody 
knows this. While 
Seligman and oth- 
ers who have stud- 
ied the principals 
of positive psy- 
chology have given 
scientific credence 
to this belief, it re- 
ally is just com- 
mon sense — 
optimism is good 
for you. It makes 
you happier. 

So...why are so 
many people pes- 
simistic? 

Lots of reasons 
actually, among 
them the fact that 
there is an over- 
whelming negativ- 
itiy bias in our 
media. Bad news 
sells. Big time. 

The badder the 
news is, the bigger 
treatment it gets. 
So a typical “news 
cycle” is often one 
bad piece of news 
after another. 


No wonder we 
get depressed. No 
wonder we de- 
velop a negative 
mindset towards 
everything. 

Want to get a 
quick following on 
social media? 
Spew out hatred, 
negativity and vit- 
riol and you are 
well on your way 
in all likelihood. 

Make a reason- 
able, thoughtful 
comment on an 
important issue 
and it’s probably 
largely ignored. 

People are more 
drawn to negative 
comments than 
they are positive 
ones — just check 
reactions to the 
COMMENTS area 
of any website for 
proof of that. 

It takes maybe 
50 positive reviews 
to offset the review 
of one hater, at 
least in the minds 
of some people. 

The great come- 
dian Larry David 
talked about this 
topic once. He was 


at a baseball game 
at Yankee Stadium 
and was put on the 
Jumbotron so the 
crowd could see he 
was there, as is 
often the case with 
celebrities. 

New York fans 
can be rough, but 
they responded 
with a_ standing 
ovation for David, 
which he happily 
acknowledged. 

Leaving the game 
later, as he was 
waiting for his car 
to be brought to 
him, another car 
drove by. The 
driver rolled down 
his window and 
yelled “You suck 
David!” and sped 
off. 

David’s car then 
picked up his 
group and on the 
drive home, David 
complained _ bit- 
terly about the one 
guy who yelled at 
him. His friends 
admonished him, 
telling him he’d 
gotten a standing 
ovation at Yankee 
Stadium! 


Why, they told 
him, let one guy 
upset you so much 
and ruin your 
night?! 

Why indeed. But 
we are all guilty of 
that sometimes - 
focusing on the 
negative instead of 
the positive, even 
if the positive far 
outweighs the neg- 
ative. 

Another reason 
many of us don’t 
choose optimism — 
we don’t under- 
stand what it really 
is. 

Optimism is not 
thinking —_every- 
thing is good. It is 
looking for the 
good in every- 
thing. Optimism is 
not ignoring bad 
things, it’s a way of 
dealing with them. 

Optimism is not 
an “unrealistic 
view” of the world, 
it is very much 
grounded in real- 
ism. 

Optimism is not 
Pollyanna think- 
ing. It is a way of 
looking at life 


based on grati- 
tude, _—_— positivity 
and faith. Living 
optimistically 
makes perfect 
sense and is really 
just the logical way 
to live. 

And of course, 
here’s the biggest 
reason to be opti- 
mistic: 

‘I have never 
seen a monument 
erected to a pes- 
simist.” — Paul 
Harvey 


TEAMMATES 
provides personal 
growth develop- 
ment coaching to 
hel you get to 
where you want to 
go faster! 

Follow us on 
@teammatesTrio 
on Facebook & 
Twitter and you 
can reach us at 
email via team- 
mates@rogers.co 


m. 

Look for our blog 
weekly here at 
Peel Weekly 
News! 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Hazel celebrates upcoming birthday in style with new book 


100 years young - 


and celebrating 
with a major 
fundraising cam- 
paign. 

Former Missis- 
sauga Mayor Hazel 
McCallion an- 


nounced Tuesday 
that, in preparation 
for her 100th birth- 
day early next year, 
she will be helping 
charitable efforts 
for a local health 
system __ through 
proceeds from a 
new photo book 
commemorating 
life and accom- 
plishments. 

The photo book, 
announced ‘Tues- 
day by Trillium 
Health Partners, 
Premier Doug Ford 
and Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, will cover 
Hazel’s remarkable 
life and achieve- 
ments during her 
tenure as the city’s 
longest-serving 
Mayor — and will 
help raise funds to 
support the rede- 
velopment of the 
Mississauga 


(Queensway) Hos- 
pital. 

“Together, we can 
inspire a new vision 
for healthcare,” 
Hazel told resi- 
dents during a vir- 
tual press 
conference Tues- 
day afternoon. 

The ground is fa- 
miliar for McCal- 
lion, who 
spearheaded the 
drive to build 
Credit Valley Hos- 
pital in 1976. 

No one embodies 
the spirit of public 
service more than 
Hazel, said Ford, 
who spoke during 
the event. 

“I am proud to 
call her a friend and 
adviso... this photo 
book honours a 
true legend, while 
also supporting our 
frontline heroes at 
Trillium Health 
Partners.” 

During the event, 
Trillium president 
and CEO Caroline 
Riseboro also an- 
nounced that the 
book had already 
raised more than $1 


million from major 
donors and com- 
munity members in 
presales, and that 
the hospital will 
work to raise at 
least $1.5 million to 
support the hospi- 
tal’s __ redevelop- 
ment. 

“THP has bene- 
fitted over many 
years from Hazel’s 
unwavering sup- 
port. Once again, 
she has stepped up 
to ensure the peo- 
ple of Mississauga 
can get the care 
they need by sup- 
porting the expan- 
sion and 
redevelopment of 
(the hospital),” 
said Riseboro. 

Trillium had over 
1.75 million patient 
visits to its sites last 
year, a number is 
expected to climb 
due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. 
Under the new 
fundraising cam- 
paign, the Missis- 
sauga Hospital 
redevelopment will 
add additional bed 
capacity for pa- 


tients, said guests 
at the event. 
“Tf we’ve learned 


anything from 
COVID-19, it’s the 
importance our 
hospitals play in 
the health and well- 
being of our com- 
munity,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “This 


fundraising effort 


Ld 


will go a long way 
in ensuring resi- 
dents continue to 
have a world-class 
hospital system in 
Mississauga. 

Hazel will also be 
recognized on her 
birthday, Feb. 14, 
2021, with the re- 
naming of Missis- 
sauga Central 
Library in her hon- 


our. Residents who 
want to support the 
photo book cam- 
paign can purchase 
a copy for $100, or 
donate to the proj- 
ect - donations of 
$25 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
campaign site at 
hazel100.ca. 


Former Missis- 
sauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion 
speaks during a 
virtual press con- 
ference hosted by 
Trillium Health 
Partners on Nov. 
23, 2020. (Photo 
Courtesy of THP) 


Celebration Square launches “safe start” to holiday season 


The holiday sea- 
son kicked off in 
earnest in Missis- 
sauga this past 
weekend, as the 
city launched fes- 
tive activities 
with the virtual 
lighting of its 35- 
foot Christmas 
Tree at Missis- 
sauga Celebration 
Square. 

Viewers of the 
virtual ceremony 
wre invited to 
join from the 
comfort of their 
favorite couches, 
cozy recliners or 
reindeer-drawn 
sleighs as Mayor 
Crombie and 
Members of 


—o- 


Council lit up the 
Square for the 
first time this 
winter. The tree 
features 18,000 
dazzling lights, 
and can be viewed 
from afar in the 
City Centre area. 

Celebration 
Square has also 
transformed into 
the Great Bright 
North with vi- 
brant and festive 


lighting. Guests 
planning to walk- 
through the 


Square must keep 
within their 
household groups 
and maintain a 
safe physical dis- 
tance of two me- 


tres at all times. 

Several ambient 
decoratiions also 
dot Celebration 
Square, including 
Chimes, an art in- 
stallation where 
every movement 
of the central 
wind chime trig- 
gers an unique 
light and sound 
reaction in the 
7,000 sq. ft. art 
piece; and North- 
ern Lightbox, a 
three-sided infin- 
ity room-style 
lightbox that will 
immerse visitors 
in the wonder of 
the Northern 
Lights. 


by Connie Munson 


Seeds are planted 
at all stages of our 
lives, and while gar- 
deners are used to 
waiting for the de- 
lights that follow, 
those earlier influ- 
ences and _ little 
nudges __ towards 
something can be 
such a_ surprise 
when we see how it 
has developed and 
where it has taken 
us. 

Meet Milly Tseng, 
a Brampton resi- 
dent, who is an avid 
gardener and now 
has burst upon the 
arts scene with her 
other passion, all 
things art and re- 
lated. 

Enjoy her story, 
recounted below, 
and consider taking 
a little meander 
down those high- 
ways to Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, and 
see in person this 
late bloomer’s glori- 
ous outpouring of 
work hanging 
through Dec. 5 in 
Steve Wilson Stu- 
dios & The Gallery 
Niagara. 

“In 2010, I de- 
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cided to re-connect 
with my passion for 
painting when I saw 
a post in the 
Brampton 
Guardian, Nancy 
Foster offering a 
course on how to 
paint like Claude 
Monet at Beaux 
Arts Brampton. 

Flash back to early 
2000, when my 
family and I visited 
Paris. I made sure 
to spend a day with 
my sister in 
Giverny, Claude 
Monet's home while 
my husband and 
children spent the 
day at Euro Disney! 
I have always loved 
the Impressionistic 
style but had the 
desire to explore 
other styles too. 

I can see that I am 
slowly getting back 
to where I started! 
Now that I have 
taken early retire- 
ment, I will spend 
more time in ex- 
ploring and devel- 
oping my artistic 
expression. My 

lan is to achieve a 
evel of comfort 
working with multi- 


—e— 


ple mediums and 
styles. 

Although I paint 
predominantly with 
acrylic, I also enjoy 
B e n ci l 

rawing/sketching, 
painting with oils 
and water colours. I 
will likely add more 
mediums to this list 
as I experiment 
with more options 
and techniques. 

My subject matter 
ranges from floral, 
nature, still life to 
abstract. I am an ar- 
dent gardener and I 
am inspired by the 
blooms in my gar- 
den and the places I 
have visited. My 
aim is to nourish 
my artistic aptitude, 
and create for the 
love of creating!” 

Milly Tseng’s solo 
show, Late 
Bloomer, is cur- 
rently hanging at 
Steve Wilson Stu- 
dios & The Gallery 
Niagara (4681 
Queen St, Niagara 


Falls, ON, L2E 
2L9). 
The gallery is 


open Tuesday - Fri- 
day from 12 — 6 
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Thumbnail Sketches - A Late Bloomer... 


p.m., and Saturdays 


from 11 am. - 5 
p.m. 

Late Bloomer — a 
Solo Exhibition 


marks io years of 
Milly Tseng’s artis- 
tic journey. 


A solo art exhibition 


by Milly Tseng 


November 3rd to December 5th, 2020 


Steve Wilson re- 
cently — relocated 
from Inglewood, in 
the northern end of 
Peel Region, and 
has exhibited the 
work of a number of 
artists from Peel 


Steve Wilson Studios and The Gallery 
4681 Queen St, Niagara Falls, ON 


Wearing a mask and social distancing are required when visiting the gallery. 


For hours and directions visit www.thegalleryniagara.com/contact 


Region in different 
shows this year. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit the- 
galleryniagara.com 
/nov-2020. 


Benefit gala raises $460,000 for new hospital equipment 


They may have 
been physically dis- 
tanced, but over 


2,000 people gath- 
ered virtually on Fri- 
day night to raise 
more than $460,000 
for William Osler 
Health System’s 
(Osler) three hospi- 
tals and show their 
support for the front 
line health workers 
who've been working 
day and night since 
the pandemic began. 

For the first time in 
the event’s nine-year 
history, music fans 
and_ philanthropists 
came together online 
for the annual Gala 
Benefit Concert in 
support of William 
Osler Health System 
Foundation. 

“T never expected a 
year ago that we 
wouldn't be all to- 
gether in person cel- 


ebrating this event, 
but we are thrilled 
that so many joined 
us online to enjoy the 
reimagined show 
and pay tribute to 
our Health Care He- 
roes,” said Osler 
Foundation _presi- 
dent and CEO Ken 
Mayhew. “Access to 
exceptional health 
care close to home 
has never been more 
important.” 

The event featured 
an all-Canadian 
lineup including co- 
median Jessica 
Holmes, who hosted 
the event, and music 
legend Sarah 
McLachlan, who per- 
formed several of her 
most-loved hits. 

Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown spoke 
to the dedication of 
local health care he- 
roes and hometown 


superstar Roberta 
Battaglia, a recent 
Top 10 finalist on 
America’s Got Tal- 
ent, also performed, 
while live and silent 
auctions gave con- 
cert guests a chance 
to do some pre-holi- 
day shopping. 

“Tm delighted that 
we can once again 
support this great 
cause and fabulous 
event, albeit in a dif- 
ferent format than 
usual,” said Darren 
Steedman, Vice- 
President of sponsor 
DG Group. “We are 
so fortunate to have 
incredible, world 
class health care 
around the corner.” 

The concert in- 
cluded a special an- 
nouncement of a 
matching gift by the 
Dolan Family and 
their company Dolan 


Foods — matching 
funds raised at the 
concert, up to 
$50,000. 

The annual event 
raises vital funds to 
urchase equipment 
or Brampton Civic 
Hospital, Etobicoke 
General Hospital and 
Peel Memorial Cen- 
tre for Integrated 
Health and Wellness. 
In Ontario, 100 per 


cent of hospital 
equipment must be 
funded by the com- 
munity, making the 
success of events like 
the Gala Benefit Con- 
cert crucial for en- 
suring exceptional 
health care is avail- 
able close to home. 
“These are un- 
precedented times 
for us all but espe- 
cially for health care 


workers who serve 
daily on the front- 
lines of this pan- 
demic,” said Dr. 
Naveed Mohammad, 
Osler’s president and 
CEO. “Our Health 
Care Heroes put 
their own personal 
fears aside in order 
to care for those in 
our community who 
were diagnosed with 
COVID-19.” 
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Mississauga R&B duo nabs top spot in emerging artist program 


A Mississauga- 
based R&B duo 
have netted the 


top prize in a 
contest eared 
towards finding 


the key emerging 
artists through- 
out the country. 

Canadian-Ja- 
Maican twin sis- 
ters Kayle and 
Kayla Allydice 
took home the 
top spot in the 
8th annual RBC 
Emerging Musi- 
cian Program, 
held by Canada’s 
Walk of Fame, in 
recognition of 
their continued 
music pursuits 
a n d 
re jen eco 
hall-inspired 
sound. 

Chosen by a se- 
lection commit- 
tee of music 
industry experts, 
Allydice and the 
other four final- 


ists, which in- 
clude recipients 
in Manitoba, 


Quebec and the 


Yukon, will share 
the prizing and 
the program ben- 
efits, which in- 
clude studio 
recording time, a 
cash prize and 
more. 

For the first 
time in the pro- 
gram's history, 
musicians from 
each _ province 
and territory en- 
tered for a chance 
to be a part of 
this coveted pro- 
gram. Alist of 
1,400 applicants 
was whittled 
down to five fi- 
nalists. 


The Allydice sis- 
ters describe 
their original 
sound, inspired 
by reggae and 
dancehall, as 
music for the 


people. They are 
currently work- 
ing on their EP, 


set for release 
next fall. 
“Winning the 


rand prize for 
fie program has 


reinforced our 
belief never to 
pive a regard- 
ess of how many 
setbacks you may 
have,” the duo 
said in an inter- 
view earlier this 
week. “It reminds 
us that someone 
is always watch- 
ing even when 
you think they 
aren’t. To be cho- 
sen as the winner 
gives us a great 
sense of pride 
and accomplish- 
ment... with the 


prize money, we 
intend to reinvest 
into our music 
career through 
studio time, 
video production, 
and marketing.” 
As the Grand 
Prize winner, Al- 
lydice will receive 
a cash prize of 
$20,000, private 
studio recording 


time at the 
renowned Metal- 
works _ Studios, 


introductions to 
industry execu- 
tives and album 


art cover design. 
Canadian musi- 
cians and artists 
continue to out- 
perform globally, 
said Gil Moore, 
the founder and 
CEO of Metal- 
works Studios. 
“(We are) fully 
engaged and en- 
ergized to sup- 
port these 
amazingly  tal- 
ented young peo- 
ple in concert 
with our great 
music partners at 
RBC and 


Canada’s Walk of 


Fame,” said 
Moore. 
All recipients 


will have oppor- 
tunities to elevate 
their career, in- 
cluding access to 
industry work- 
shops, perform- 
a n e e 
opportunities, 
private career de- 
velopment men- 
torship sessions 
with industry 
professionals and 
more. 


R&B/dancehall 
duo Allydice, as 
seen in an un- 
dated promo- 
tional picture. 
(Submitted) 


Local Food Bank Spreads The Joy This Christmas 


The Compass, lo- 
cated in south Mis- 
sissauga, is 
accepting dona- 
tions of Christmas 
gifts now until 
Wednesday, Dec. 
2) 


“We want to take 


away one less 
stressful event in 
peoples’ lives,” says 
Zelia Bukhari, 
Fundraising and 
Digital Marketing 
Co-ordinator at 
The Compass. 

Christmas is not a 


= 
\ 


¥ 


! shor / 


joyous time for 
people who are fi- 
nancially _disad- 
vantaged. 

“The frenzy 
around buying 


gifts, although a 
joy for many of us, 
brings anxiety for 


eT 


people who are fi- 
nancially hurting,” 
says Bukhari. 

“Add the pan- 
demic on top of 
that, and the stress 
becomes enor- 
mous.” 

The Compass is 


doing its part to 
make sure no one, 
young or old, goes 
without a gift this 
holiday — season. 
Donations of gifts 
for ages O - 100 are 
being accepted. 

As the pandemic 
continues to 
spread and munic- 
ipal leaders urge 
people to stay 
home as much as 
possible, people 
may decide to 
avoid the shopping 
malls. 

With that in 
mind, The Com- 
pass is encourag- 
ing people to use 
these easy virtual 
donation options 
listed below: 

Residents can do- 
nate through 
Canada Helps and 
let The Compass 
do the shopping for 


them. For more 
information, visit 
the Canada Helps 
website at canada- 


helps.org/en/dn/5 
4333 
An Amazon 


Canada is available 
for residents to do- 
nate a gift from the 
comfort of their 
own home - for 
more information, 
visit a.co/2eYIHCt. 

Meanwhile, phys- 
ical donations can 
be dropped _ off 
24/7 in the con- 
tactless donation 
bin located behind 
The Compass, at 
310 Lakeshore 
Road West, Missis- 
sauga. 

Visit thecom- 
pass.ca/christmas 
for more informa- 
tion or contact 
christmas @the- 
compass.ca. 


The radio has 
been playing 
Christmas songs 
since the begin- 
ning of November. 
It definitely makes 
us stop and enjoy. 

One thing that I 
know is that the 
holidays can be 
the saddest time 
of the year. When 
a song says “I’ll be 
home for Christ- 
mas if only in my 
dreams,” that says 
so much. It was 
written in wartime 
about soldiers. It 
makes me value 
that I am home, 
although this year, 
it will be different. 

The holidays to 
me are also about 
my past and the 
Christmases I 
spent with my 
parents and then 
my children. I re- 
member my par- 
ents lived outside 
of Sudbury and I 
knew they weren’t 
doing so good. 

I was working 
for my uncle car- 
ing for his chil- 
dren in the 
tobacco harvest. I 
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asked him _ for 
extra money as an 
advance because I 
wanted to give it 
my parents. He, 
of course, gave it 
to me. I went 
home and my 
mother cried 
when I gave it to 
her because they 


needed it so 
much. 
My children 


were happy with 
their presents but 
at times because 
their father was 
laid off from his 
job at a large farm 
manufacturer so 
often, it was diffi- 
cult to make the 
season happy and 
to buy presents. 
They under- 
stood, but it was 
hard for me to ex- 
plain it to them. 
Whether we re- 
alize it or not, so 
many people die 
at this time and 
don’t make it 
through the holi- 
day. Alex Trebek 
just died after a 
long hard time 
with cancer. His 
family will go 


—e— 


through their first 
Christmas without 
him. No matter 
how old his chil- 
dren are, they will 
feel the loss. 

This year with 
COVID, we have 
lost so many sen- 
iors and believe 
me when I say 
that is a great loss. 

So often we don’t 
always consider 
the part they play 
in our lives but 
they do especially 
with our young 
children. 

They don’t see 
the age but just 
someone that usu- 
ally has more time 
for them. 

If a family has 
an old person in 
it, it possesses a 


jewel. — Chinese 
Proverb 
Be the _ things 


you loved most 
about the people 
who are gone. — 
Unknown 

There are four 
things in this life 
that will change 
you — love, music, 
art, and loss. The 
first three will 


The Forgetful Elf 
Christmas Drive-Thru 


at Albion Hills Conservation Park 
December 11 & 12 
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Health and Wellness - The Holidays 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


keep you wild and 
full of passion. 
May you allow 
the last to make 
you brave. — Un- 
known 

Loss at this time 
is more powerful. 
Imagine your 
Christmas table 
full of food and 
plates and uten- 
sils. Everyone had 
a place but now 
not everyone is 
there. 

The tree is full of 
decorations and 
usually some dec- 
orations are very 
old. They remind 
us of when we got 
them. Tinsel and 
the garlands 
aren’t as popular 
anymore, but they 
were at one time. 

We don’t all have 
a real tree, but 
don’t you remem- 
ber having one 
and the smell so 
fresh and real. 

The songs fea- 
tured on the radio 
still featured Bing 
Crosby, Nat King 
Cole, Frank Sina- 
tra and so many 
others who are no 


longer with us but 
their songs are 
and they are still 
the most popular. 
They will never 
leave us. 

Perhaps _ they 
are not stars in 
the sky, but rather 
openings where 
our loved ones 
shine down to let 
us know they are 
happy. - Chelsea 
Hanson 

Santa is not new 
but someone who 
makes us_ smile 
and our children 
still leave cookies 
and milk for them. 

One teacher gave 
her students in- 
cluding my grand- 
son some seeds 
with sparkles to 
throw on the snow 
so Rudolph’s nose 
will show him 
where the seeds 
are. The tree 
stands in our liv- 
ing room with the 
presents beneath 
it. There is noth- 
ing better. 

Remember the 
old but celebrate 
the new. Make 
new traditions for 


you and your fam- 
ily. Enjoy who is 
there and let them 
know that. 

Don’t let stress 
spoil the holidays 
for you. It will go 
by so fast and 
each year will be 
different but 
memorable. 

Invite someone 
who doesn’t have 
family to celebrate 
the season with. 
Let them enjoy 
what you are hav- 
ing. Make them 
smile and feel the 
warmth that is 
there. 


Last year, my 
family celebrated 
together. My 


grandson had a 
new baby boy and 
we celebrated four 
generations of 
family. This is 
what it is all 
about. Enjoy what 
is there for you. 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holi- 
days to everyone. 
Enjoy what you 
have and let if fill 
your life with it. 
That is what is im- 
portant. 


—e— 


NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 
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Mississauga teacher honoured with prestigious award 


A mark of 
Prime Minister- 
ial excellence 
was bestowed 
upon a Missis- 
sauga __ teacher 
this month -one 
of only 28 resi- 
dents across the 
country to do so. 

Rachel Luke, a 
schoolteacher 
working with the 
Peel District 
School Board for 
the last 18 years, 
received the 
country’s high- 
est honour for 
teachers, the 
Prime Minister’s 
Award for 
Teaching Excel- 


lence, which is 
awarded annual 
to primary and 
secondary 
school teachers, 
along with Early 
Childhood Edu- 
cators, across 
the country. 

Luke, who 
teaches Grade 
Two at Thorn- 
wood Public 
School, was rec- 
ognized for a 
litany of achieve- 
ments, includ- 
ing: 


: Fostering 
leadership skills 
and sense of re- 
sponsibility 
among student 


participants in 
multiple ex- 
tracurricular ac- 
tivities: 

- Using virtual 
reality technol- 
ogy to allow stu- 
dents to follow a 
Holocaust sur- 
vivor through a 
concentration 
camp;as well as 
taking students 
on field trips to 
learn from local 
Holocaust edu- 
cation groups; 

- Collaborating 
with Indigenous 
residential 
school survivor, 
Theordore 
Fontaine, to 


write a_ play 
based on_ his 
memoir, Broken 
Circle; 

- Assisting in 
developing a 
board-wide 
mental health 
project; 

Advocating 
for culturally re- 
sponsive and 
anti-Black racist 
education; 

“Tam honoured 
and humbled to 
be selected as a 
recipient... I am 
also grateful to 
God for this 
blessing and to 
my colleagues 
and students for 


RACHEL LUKE 


Prime Minister's Awards 
for Teaching Excellence 
& 2020 Recipient 


nominating me,” 
said Luke, who 
was nominated 
by Glenforest 
Secondary 
School teacher 
Diana Wang- 
Martin, who 
teaches Biology, 
Chemistry and 
Science courses. 

Luke said that 
a good education 
is about more 
than academics; 
it also involves 
developing a 
strong character, 
self-respect, re- 
spect for others, 
and engagement 
in the world be- 
yond the class- 
room. 

“In my _ Dra- 
matic Arts and 
English classes 
as well as extra 
curricular activi- 
ties, I endeavor 
to give voice to 
the voices that 
have too long 
been _ silenced 
and implement a 
culturally —_re- 
sponsive _ pro- 
gram that 
ensures my stu- 
dents see them- 


selves and their 
experiences re- 
flected in the 
material in 
which we. en- 
gage,” Luke ex- 
plained. “My 
students have 
learned the im- 
portance of hav- 
ing a_ positive 
racial identity 
and how to rec- 
ognize and dis- 
mantle racist 
beliefs and atti- 
tudes in them- 
selves, in others 
and in societal 
institutions. 
Through the 
medium of the- 
atre, my _ stu- 
dents have 
gained a deeper 
understanding 
and have spread 
awareness about 
the horrors of 
war, the Holo- 
caust and other 
genocides; resi- 
dential schools 
and the history 
of Blacks and the 
Indigenous peo- 
ples in Canada 
as well as mental 
health and ill- 
ness.” 


Brampton Library Brings New Guidelines for Holidays 


Despite the lock- 
down that has 


taken effect in 
Peel Region, 
Brampton Library 


continues to offer 
limited in-branch 


services at Chin- 
guacousy, Four 
Corners, and 


Springdale 
Branch Libraries. 
Curbside Picku 
of held materials 
is offered at Cyril 
Clark, Gore Mead- 
ows, Mount Pleas- 
ant Village, South 
Fletcher’s and 
South West 
Branch Libraries. 
Customers can 
also borrow Grab 


‘n’ Go bags of li- 
brary materials at 
all Brampton Li- 
brary locations 
and return mate- 
rials safely and 
easily through 24- 
hour external 
drop boxes. Over- 
due fines will not 
be charged until 
further notice. 
For the duration 
of the current 
lockdown period, 
Chinguacousy, 
Four Corners, and 
Springdale 
Branch Libraries 
are open for in- 
branch holds pick 
up, brief use of li- 
brary computers 


for transactional 
purposes, print- 
ing, and photo- 
copying services 
only. 

In-branch study 
space is not avail- 
able and the use 
of personal de- 
vices to work or 
study is not per- 
mitted at this 
time. 

"While closely 
adhering to 
provincial guide- 
lines, Brampton 
Library strives to 
provide residents 
access to services 
and offers a wide 
range of print and 
digital materials 


to borrow. 
Brampton Library 
is here for you 
during this chal- 
lenging time," 
said Interim CEO 
Susan Bartoletta. 

The library sys- 
tem also an- 


nounced 
expanded hours 
earlier this week 


for its popular 
Curbside Pickup. 

Customers must 
place their holds 
online and select a 
pickup location. 
Click here for full 
hours of opera- 
tion, safety proto- 
cols, and how to 
place holds. 

Grab ‘n’ Go and 


Book Bundles 
services are also 
available for pa- 


trons. Library 
staff have put to- 
gether surprise 


bags of books on 
ever-changing 
themes for pickup 
at any Brampton 
Library branch. 
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Special Poem - I Am.A Mirror 


Awakened 


Awaken, breathe in stillness 
Walk in silence 
Ask for guidance 
Keep constant watch for answers 
Engage in lifting up awareness 
Navigate the new landscape in awe 
Eliminate what no longer serves you 
Discover the strength borne of the hardness of life 


©Copyright 2020 Susan Ksiezopolski 


by Surjit Singh Flora 
Iamthemirror, Whichhangson NordolI I'm just a Iamthemirror, Break me 
Ishowthetruth your wall, differentiate mirror, Ishowthetruth though 
to the people. From which you —_ between a Ishowthetruth _ to the people. Tear me to 
see yourself beggar anda to the people, Iamthemirror, pieces 
Where are you every day, king. Very calm Bury every one 
from... In view, I do not I'm just a nature of my broken 
lie. Youcan putme —_—‘ mirror, pieces. 
Inside and in inexpensive Can polish my 
outside I don't change frames orcheap I don't believe frame You become the 
And the spirit anything witha _ ones. that You can make embodiment of 
inside of you? bribe, I'mtoblameor me shiny and truth. 
I do not flatter I just reflect on should be beautiful. 
The person who Nothing less, that one, in ashamed. It will only 
looks inside of nothing more I front of me. But still, I show 
me show, I'm not became the the image of 
I show the truth I do not judge impressed embodiment of truth. 
in myself to Iamthe mirror, No I don't scream truth. 
them. Which hangson measurement at the ugliness Because I'm 
your wall, bars Iwillalsoshow just 
I'm just a I am the mirror, I'm not even you what is a mirror 
mirror, I don't hate or happy with inside of you. 
Ishowthetruth No, I don't envy beauty. I show the truth 
to the people, differentiate Idonot criticize I'mnot angry Seeing thetruth to the people. 
between rich or complain with anyone, of your sin 
Iamthemirror, and poor, 
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MAC Announces Matchmaker Micro-Grant Winners 


The Mississauga 
Arts Council jury 


received 30 
strong applica- 
tions and_ is 


pleased to an- 
nounce 15 win- 
ners of their 
Matchmaker 


MAYBE MAY, one 
of the winners of 
the Matchmaker 
Micro-Grant given 
by the Missis- 


Micro-Grant. 
Individual 
artists and group 
projects were 
awarded a total of 
$28,000 for their 
works, _ benefit- 
ting artists and 
residents. 


The Match- 
maker Micro- 
Grant helps an 
artist complete a 
project in the 


COVID-19 __ pan- 
demic. 

With money re- 
ceived from the 


Canada = Emer- 
gency Wage Sub- 
sidy, MAC was 
able to offer up to 
$2,000 each in 
matching funds 
for funds raised 
by sponsorship, 
investment and 


in-kind contribu- 
tions by’ the 
artists. 

The winners in- 
cluded: musician 
and vocalist 
Demetrius Nath; 
filmmaker Emily 
Ryder, _ singer- 
songwriter Jace- 
lyn Holmes 
(JACELYN); ac- 
claimed musician 
and music direc- 
tor Matt Zaddy; 
filmmaker Tony 
Truong; singer- 
songwriter 
Heather  Chris- 
tine; Missis- 
sauga-based arts 
collective You 
Made It!; artist 
and digital illus- 
trator Tsochoy 
Go; dance pro- 
gram LCI Move- 


ment; lyricist and 
producer Lisa 
Alves, in collabo- 
ration with Jes- 
sica Goddard; 
Mabrook Enter- 
tainment; bansuri 
player and educa- 
tor Deep Gan- 
guly; jazz 
songstress Denise 
Leslie; interna- 
tional touring 
musician Ten- 
nyson King; and 
j a Z Zz 


J 
vocalist/com- 


poser Cat 
Bernardi. 

For more infor- 
mation on _ the 
winners, visit the 
MAC website at 
missis- 
saugaartscoun- 
cil.com. 


GTA women share stories of courage in new book 


A local leader is 
launching a new 
book at a time 
when the COVID- 
19 pandemic has 
many people 
searching for 
hope and inspira- 
tion. 

Daisy Wright, an 
Executive Leader- 


ship Coach in 
Brampton, knew 
that ordinary 


women often lead 
extraordinary 
lives. 

Therefore, she 
invited 20 women 
to share stories 
about their chal- 
lenges, triumphs 
and journeys fora 
book, titled “21 
Resilient Women: 


Stories of 
courage, growth 
and transforma- 
tion.” 

“We are con- 
stantly bom- 
barded with 
stories about 
celebrities’ lives, 
but ordinary 


women have pow- 
erful lessons to 


teach us,” said 
Wright. “The 
women in_ this 


book found the 
courage to over- 
come challenges 
that range from 
devastating 
health diagnoses 
to bias and dis- 
crimination. Oth- 
ers reflect on 
their experiences 
of motherhood, 
menopause and 
adapting to life in 
a new country.” 
Taranum Khan, 
Ph. D, who was 
born, brought up 
and started her 
career in Jammu 
Kashmir, India, is 
now a well recog- 
nized Outstand- 
ing Career Leader 
in Canada, and an 


international 
bestselling  au- 
thor, also con- 


tributed to the 
book. 

In the book, she 
shares a career- 
focused story ti- 
tled ‘Finding 
Opportunity In 


Adversity’, which 
underlines re- 
silience in keep- 
ing with her way 
of life. 

“My career life is 
filled with adven- 
tures to be docu- 


mented in a 
memoir some- 
day,” writes 


Tarantum. “Have 
you ever looked at 
some parts. of 
your life and 
thought, ‘Perhaps 
it could make a 
good movie one 
day?’ Allow me to 
share a_ specific 
career experience 
where I was made 
to feel inadequate 
— less than — and 
how it pulled me 
down to the 
breaking point 
and back!” 

The other con- 
tributors write 
about experiences 
that include: im- 
migrating to 
Canada and hav- 
ing to work two 
jobs to support 
their family; 


starting non- 
profit organiza- 
tions; being 


diagnosed with a 
brain aneurism; 
and dealing with 
microaggressions 
and harassment 
in the corporate 
world. 

The 21 co-au- 
thors featured in 
the book reflect 
the diversity of 
the GTA. All 
Canadians’ with 
roots in Canada, 


Compiled by 


Chile/Venezuela, 
Guyana, India, 
Jamaica, Nigeria, 
Nepal, Philip- 
pines, Saint 
Lucia, Sri Lanka, 
Trinidad & To- 
bago, and _ the 
United Kingdom. 
They were deter- 
mined to use this 
sombre downtime 
that 2020 
brought to do 
some deep reflec- 
tion and = con- 
tribute to this 


21 Resilient Women 


DAISY WRIGHT 


Honest Conversations Build Bridges 


21 Resilient Women 


= 21 Resilient Women 


—o- 


ono 


1 sale 
Sa) DAISY WRIGHT 


legacy. Part of the 
proceeds from the 
book's sales will 
be donated to a 
local women’s 
shelter, the group 
said in a news re- 
lease this week. 
21 Resilient 
Women: Stories 
of courage, 
growth, and 
transformation is 
for sale on Ama- 
zon and In- 
gramSpark. 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The holy day 
known as “Guru 
Nanak Devi’s Gur- 
purab” celebrates 
the birth of the first 
Sikh Guru, Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, con- 
sidered the founder 
of Sikhism. 

It is one of the 
most important fes- 
tivals for Sikhs and 
is celebrated world- 
wide. This year, 
Gurpurab will take 
place on Nov. 30 
and will mark the 
551st anniversary of 
the birth of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji. 

Sikhism is an in- 
dependent religion. 
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It has no other reli- 
gious or ideological 
roots. 

Like Hinduism, it 
is not just a ritualis- 
tic way of life. It 
does not have any 
superior caste, 
class, national color, 
or gender advan- 
tage. 

Sikhs do not think 
the world is illusory. 
Maya (illusion) pro- 
motes the unity of 
the spiritual realm 
and the time realm. 

In Sikhism, the 
king is the spiritual 
humanitarian ruler. 
Sikhism _ teaches 
non-attached 


—e— 


worldly things. 

On the other 
hand, Hinduism is a 
complex of paradox 
concepts and teach- 


ings. 
Master Guru 
Nanak Sahib 


founded Sikhism. 
He was born in a 
Hindu family, but 
he never adopted 
Hinduism. On the 
contrary, he re- 
jected Hinduism 
and its rituals. He 
refused to wear 
Janeo (the sacred 
thread of Hindus). 
For Hindus, Janus 
is a must (although 
most Hindus have 
now given up on 
this facet of faith). 
Mohammed, the 
founder of Islam, 
was born in the 
Quraishi family. He 
founded Islam and 
rejected the religion 
of the Quraishi 
Arabs. It is wrong to 
call Islam a branch 
of the ancient Arab 
religion. Moses, the 
founder of Judaism, 
was born into a 
family that wor- 
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Guru Nanak - Celebrating The Birth Of The Sikh Founder 


shipped idols. 
Moses rejected idol- 
atry. 


Jesus Christ was 
born to Jewish par- 
ents. No one would 
define Christianity 
as a branch of Ju- 
daism. 

Similarly, Guru 
Nanak Sahib, who 
was born to Hindu 
parents, has a 
unique religious be- 
lief. It is ignorant 
(or conspiracy) to 
call Sikhism a 
branch of Hin- 
duism. 

Before the death 
of Guru Nanak 
Sahib, he appointed 
Gang Angad Sahib 
as his successor, 
and in Guru Angad 
Sahib (Guru Angad 
Sahib). 

Guru X completed 
his mission (Guru 
Nanak sahib_ to 
Guru Gobind Singh 
Sahib). On Oct. 6, 
1708, Guru Gobind 
Singh Sahib ap- 
pointed Guru 
Granth Sahib as the 
eternal master of 
Sikhs, thus giving 


Guru status. 

Guru Gobind 
Singh ji issued strict 
orders to Sikhs: The 
spirit of only one 
person (God) is uni- 
versal. Never bow 
your head in front 
of others. 


Love only the 
Almighty; never 
worship tombs, 


Samadhi or mau- 
soleums. Pilgrim- 
age, charity, mercy, 
penance, abstinence 
is meaningless. 

Only God should 
be worshipped. 
When the spirit of 
the Almighty mani- 
fests in the hearts of 
people, only then 
does a Khalsa be- 
comes God's own. 

Therefore, it can 
be clearly seen from 
the hymn above 
that Master Saheb 
declared that 
Sikhism is com- 
pletely different 
from Hinduism and 
Islam. 

He initiated the 
Sikhs and_ gave 
them uniforms and 
a national name 


(Singh / Kaur). 
Every Sikh must 
practice five reli- 
gious’ beliefs. 

Thus, he gave the 
Sikhs an utterly sep- 
arate identity and 
entity, altogether 
different from the 
rest of the world. 

Guru Sahib has 
provided not only 
distinct from but 
also an independent 
religious culture 
which is unknown 
to Hinduism or 
Islam: 

It can be said that 
Hindus, Muslims, 
and Sikhs have their 
own beliefs. There is 
nothing in common 
between them. As 
far as Sikhs and 
Hindus are con- 
cerned, they both 
have completely dif- 
ferent religious cul- 
tures. 

Hindus worship 
millions of mytho- 
logical gods, but for 
Sikhs, it is strictly 
forbidden to believe 
in anyone other 
than the Almighty. 


Cats Cove Media and Mississauga Arts Council present 


Sauga Music 


Thurs, Nov 26, 7:00 PM 
Streaming LIVE on MAC's 
Facebook & YouTube 


NOW 


Mississauga 


Council 


Facebook: @missartscouncil 
YouTube: Mississauga Arts Council 


#SaugaMusicNOW 


The MessAround 
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Meet Peels Newest 4-Legged Crime Fighter — K9 Riggs 


In Feb. 2020, the 
Peel Regional Po- 
lice Canine Unit 
began a selection 
process to fill a va- 
cancy left by a re- 
tiring | member, 
PSD Diesel. 

As with every 
part of daily life 
during the Covid- 
19 pandemic, this 
selection process 
was not business as 


usual. From appli- 
cant interviews 
and obstacle 
course time trials, 
to the sourcing and 
selection of poten- 
tial dogs, every- 
thing was slow and 
cautious to ensure 


the safety of every- 
one involved. 
However, like 


most things in life, 
hard work, pa- 


tience and dedica- 
tion eventually pay 


off. 

One of the tough- 
est parts of the 
process was locat- 
ing a working dog 
that could meet the 
high standards of 
the unit, as we 
could not obtain a 
dog from our usual 
overseas vendors. 

After reaching 


out to a number of 
contacts through- 
out the industry, it 
was a retired Peel 
Police Canine 
Trainer that came 
through by sourc- 
ing a two-year-old 
male Belgian Mali- 
nois from Quebec. 
After trialing a 
number of dogs al- 
ready, our Trainers 
were cautiously op- 
timistic, but were 
immediately im- 
pressed with the 
intelligence and 
drive displayed by 
this new canine. 
After two weeks 
of foundation 
work, environmen- 
tal testing and a 
comprehensive 
medical exam, this 
new dog was ap- 
proved to become 
the unit’s newest 


recruit. 
Meanwhile, a 
very competitive 


process was also 
underway to select 
the Officer that 
would hold the 
leash. 

With only one 


spot available and 
numerous quality 
applicants, it was a 
dogfight right to 
the end, which re- 
sulted in Constable 
Danielle Sterns 
emerging as the 
successful candi- 
date. 

Danielle entered 
the policing profes- 
sion as a member 
of the Peel Re- 
gional Police Cadet 
program and 
within a year was 
hired as a Consta- 
ble. 

Over the next 10 
years she worked 
hard to advance 
her career, gaining 
knowledge and ex- 
perience in a num- 
ber of postings, 
including 22 Divi- 
sion Foot Patrol, 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Unit, 
Criminal Investi- 
gations Bureau, 
and most recently 
in the Homicide 
and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau. 

Throughout this 
journey, she _ al- 


ways kept her eye 
on the position she 
ultimately wanted, 
Canine Handler. 

Hard work, pa- 
tience and dedica- 
tion pay off. 

Within a week, 
Constable Sterns 
was issued her new 
uniform and her 
new partner, who 
she named Riggs 
(1980’s cop movie 
reference). 

Over the next 
four months our 
Canine Trainers, 
Constable Mike 
anderson and Con- 
stable Kerry 
Gillard, worked 
tirelessly with this 
new team to en- 
sure they were 
ready to serve and 
protect the citizens 
of Peel Region. 

On Oct. 29, Chief 
Duraiappah pre- 
sented PSD Riggs 
with his police 
badge, _ officially 
recognizing him as 
a member of the 
Peel Regional Po- 
lice Service. 


The Golden Rules of Some Religions 


by Vidya Gopaul 


Baha'i Faith 


lay not on any soul a load that you would not wish to be laid upon you, 
and desire not for anyone the things you would not desire for yourself. 


Baha'u'llah, Gleanings 


Treat not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful. 
The Buddha, Udana-Varga 5.18 


Christianity 
In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is 


the law and the prophets. 


One word which sums up the basis of all good conduct ... loving-kindness. 


Jesus, Matthew 7:12 


Do not do to others what you do not want done to yourself. 


Hinduism 


This is the sum of duty: do not do to others what would cause pain if done 


to you. 


Confucius Analects 15.23 


Mahabharata 5:1517 


As you can see 
the golden rule 
of every religion 
is almost the 
same, namely, 
do not do some- 
thing to others 
that you would 
not want to be 
done upon your- 
self. 

Remember 
that old saying, 
“Always walk in 
the shoes of oth- 
ers to under- 
stand their pain 
and sufferance.” 

And that can 
be extended to 
broader _ spec- 
trum of social 
structure, and 
that is, political 
parties, govern- 


—o- 


ments, countries 
and big organi- 
zations. 

It is suffice to 
say that if we 
can only follow 
those golden 
rules we would 
have less chaotic 
societies, wars 
and in fighting 
among political 
parties. 

How many 
times have you 
seen that the op- 
position party of 
any government 
will criticise the 
ruling party 
about some pol- 
icy and then 
when they come 
to power they 
would do exactly 


the same thing. 

Moreover, fol- 
lowing — those 
golden rules 
would probably 
reduce racism, 
discrimination, 
backbiting, sib- 
lings rivalry ,im- 
prove family 
life, enhance 
quality of life, 
create more har- 
mony, peace and 
unity to name a 
few. 

And for sure it 
will make us 
very humble 
human beings. 

Try them you 


may surprise 
yourself one 
day! 
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A Seasonal Holiday Market - Places to Spot and Shop II 


by E.C. Munson 


Those sleigh bells 
can jingle merrily 
along in the snowy 
winter wonderland 
that just visited 
southern Ontario. 

And adding to the 
spirit of seasonal 
gift giving, here are 
shows and exhibits 
where you can 
shop and support 
local makers. Wel- 
come to the second 
week’s listings in 
the Seasonal Holi- 
day Market - 
Places to Spot and 
Shop. 

Just like those 
elves and helpers 
in many. work- 
shops across the 
land, you will find 
that artists and ar- 
tisans need to go 
with their creative 
flow and are mem- 
bers in multiple 
arts groups. 

You can expect to 
see them in various 
shows at the same 
time, particularly 
with the virtual 
platforms being 
used. 

Arts Burlington’s 
Online Christmas 
Sale is in its final 
week, with no new 
pieces uploaded 
after Nov. 30. The 


Rg 4 , 


links and page will 
be still be “live” all 
through December 
at bulldog-tiger- 
ksdw.square- 
space.com/gallery. 

People may con- 
tinue to virtually 
browse, contact the 
artists for person- 
alized payment 
and delivery op- 
tions, and enjoy 
those unique arti- 
san gifts from over 
90 __— participating 
artists in the six 
guilds. 

You are support- 
ing local artists and 
talent: a resident of 
Orangeville is in 
the Weavers Guild, 
a Bramptonian be- 
longs to the Latow 
Photography 
Guild, and a Mis- 
sissauga resident is 
in the Potters 
Guild. 

Arts On_ The 
Credit opens their 
first 3-Dimen- 
sional Gallery 
Show, Inspiration!, 
a virtual gallery 
tour and market 
place Dec. 3 at 7 
p-m.! “You will be 
able to contact the 
artists directly to 
purchase their 
work and add to 


your collection, di- 
rectly from the 
gallery.” 

With local artists 
from Brampton 
and Caledon, be 
sure to contact 
@artsonthecredit.c 
a for the Zoom link 
to the launch event 
for this new art 
gallery. 

ArtsTrendZ con- 
tinues their Virtual 
Holiday Bazaar! on 
the Facebook plat- 
form, closing Nov. 
30. 

Seven member 
artists from Peel 
are continuing to 
showcase their 
treasure trove of 
artisan pieces and 
smaller fine art 
works. Items are 
competitively 
priced at $$ONE 
Hundred and 
under! 

Visit each of the 
seven artists within 
their own bou- 
tiques, shoppes, or 
emporium at face- 
book.com/Art- 
Trendz-An-Artist- 
Collective- 
172040732493235 


Beaux Arts 
Gallery celebrates 
the season with 


Winter Art Show 
and Sale, a virtual 
show running from 
Nov. 19 — Jan. 31, 
sponsored by the 
Downtown Bramp- 
ton BIA. 
(beauxartsbramp- 
ton.org/copy-of- 
exhibitions-1). 

The range of 
work in this show 
is phenomenal! Is 
it any wonder that 
artists come from 
all parts of Peel Re- 
gion and beyond to 
enter their work in 
the shows at this 
gallery? 

And what’s on at 
the MoD, you say? 
It is the 16th an- 
nual show and ex- 
hibit, the Museum 
of Dufferin’s Holi- 
day Treasures. 

Sponsored by IN 
THE HILLS MAG- 
AZINE, this show 
offers virtual shop- 
ping with curbside 
pickup as well as 
on-site shopping. 

Book ahead at 
519-941-1114 for 
monitored access 
to shop in person. 
Dec. 1 through Dec. 
12, the show is 
open 

Tuesdays — Sat- 
urdays from 11 


a.m. — 4 p.m. and 
on Thursdays from 
11 a.m. — 7 p.m. 
(dufferinmuseum.c 
om/event/holiday- 
treasures) 

This show tradi- 
tionally draws a 
fine array of artists 
and artisans from 
across Ontario 
with handcrafted 
items and smaller 
art pieces. The 
warmth and beauty 
of the season is 
echoed throughout 
the Main Gallery of 
the MoD. with 
beautiful displays 
of handmade 
treasures for sale. 

Find a gift for 
everyone on your 
list this holiday 
season! The MoD 
is located north on 
Airport Road in 


Mulmur, Ontario 
(LoV OL3). 
Visual Arts 


Brampton, A Non- 
profit Arts Com- 
muonoit=ys 
Encouraging Cre- 
ativity, has Gift 
Certificates to use 
for their popular 
Zoom Paint Nights 
or even Member- 
ships. 

You can see the 
range of their ac- 


a | 


tivities on their 
Facebook page, 
facebook.com/vab 

arts, or look at the 
courses offered on 
their website, visu- 
alartsbrampton.co 

m. 
For any questions 
call = (905) 453- 
9142 or email 
info @visualarts- 
brampton.com. 
More information 
on paint nights can 
be found at visu- 
alartsbrampton.co 

m/programs/eveni 
ng-out/paint-night 


Partnering with 
co-sponsor Shop- 
pers World, who 
posted announce- 
ments on_ their 
website, 50 art kits 
were sold in four 
days! This was fol- 
lowed by another 
large turnout at a 
recent Zoom where 
50 households 
took part in an arts 
and craft activity. 

Clearly, | VAB’s 
heart is in their art, 
as they help fami- 
lies and people of 
all ages connect 
through their 
shared creativity. 
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A Fresh Winter Starter - Oranges with Mozzarella! 


Not too hun- 
gry in this cold? 

Try this fresh 
winter salad to 
provide your 
nutrients with- 
out being too 
heavy. 

This light 
salad is easy to 
make and nu- 
tritious, provid- 
ing several 
beneficial vita- 
mins. 

With oranges 
and lettuce, this 
salad is hydrat- 
ing perfect for 
summer picnics 
or as a thirst- 
quenching 
snack. 

While it can 
be a light meal 
in itself, it's a 
great side to 
any meal. You 


can change the 
leaves around 
or add chopped 
walnuts. 


Ingredients 
(for two serv- 
ings): 


- one cup of 
mozzarella 
- black pepper, 
as 
required 
one table- 
spoon 
of basil 
one 
sliced 
oranges 
- salt, as re- 
quired 
- one head of 
iceberg lettuce 


cup, 


- salt, as re- 
quired 
- one onion 


Instructions: 


Peel the or- 
ange and seg- 
ment it. 

Cut the moz- 
zarella cheese 


into moderately 
thick slices and 
chop the basil 
and iceberg 
into bite size 
pieces. 

Take a bowl 


and combine 
mozzarella 
cheese, orange 


slices, lettuce 
leaves and 
chopped basil 


together. 


Mix well. Add 
salt and pepper 
to the mixture 
and drizzle 
olive oil. Serve. 


Sweetheart Salad with Orange, Kiwi & Chilli Chocolate Drizzle 


Made with some 
sweet _ ingredi- 
ents, the Sweet- 
heart Salad with 


Orange, Kiwi & 


Chilli Chocolate tween you and 
Drizzle 
surely 


will 
increase 


the romance be- 


your partner. 


Try this salad 


recipe to woo 
your sweetheart 
this holiday sea- 
son, and_ they 
won't be able to 
say no for sure! 


Ingredients (for 
one serving): 


- 60 grams, 
strawberries 

- one kiwi 

- three grams of 
chilli flakes 

- 20 grams, 
soaked lettuce 
leaf 

- 30 ml of 
chocolate syrup 
- one orange 

- 12 cups, 
soaked arugula 
- five drops of 
tabasco sauce 

- one cup of 
chilled water 


Instructions: 


Hand tear the 
arugula and ice 
berg lettuce in 
small pieces and 
soak in chilled 
water. 

Remove orange 
rind and_ also 
make sure to re- 
move all white 
veins from every 
orange segment. 

Butterfly the 
open orange seg- 
ments and peel 
kiwi and cut into 
wedges. 

To make the 
chilli chocolate 
sauce, take half of 
the chocolate 
syrup and mix in 
Tabasco sauce 
along with chilli 
flakes in it. Keep 
the other half in 


the refrigerator. 


On a _ serving 
platter, arrange 
lettuce leaves 
after draining 
from ice cold 
water. 


Arrange orange, 
kiwi and straw- 
berry on top of 
lettuce. 

Drizzle — chilli 
chocolate sauce 
over the top. 

Take the rest of 
the stiffened 
chocolate syrup 
out of fridge and 


make __ football 
shaped scoops 
(quenelles in 
French) and 
place on platter 
randomly. 
Sprinkle the 


rest of the chilli 
flakes all over the 
platter and serve. 


arts # CREDAT 


Cordially invites you to 
the opening of our first 
Virtual Show 


Please join us 
Thursday Dec 3rd 


RSVP to receive the Zoom link: 
contactQartsonthecredit.ca 


